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CHRIST AND NICODEMUS. 

T was night, which covers fear and covers shame. 
When Nicodemus to our Saviour came : 
Rabbi (he thus begun), we must confess 
lliou art from God, thy works declare no less. 

THEBE is not perhaps a chapter in the 
New Testament wherein the necessity of 
being made new creatures in Christ Jesus 
is more plainly impressed than in St, John^ 
chapter iii. We read that Nicodemus, a 
ruler 6f the Jews, came to Jesus by night 
to receive instruction from him ; and what 
then passed is worthy the attention of man- 
kind in all ages ; for what the Saviour said 
to him, his holy word and his ministers now 
say to us ; and that which was pointed out 
to Nicodemus as being of infinite impor- 
tance, is equally important to every human 
being. 

Nicodemus came by m%\& V^ ^2tos5&\^^ 
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is probable that this arose from fear, for 
though he was one of the rulers of the Jews, 
yet the greater number of that body rejected 
and persecuted the Lord ; but if he came 
now in a private manner, yet when occasion 
required it, he could speak openly for Christ 
(John vii. 50, &c.) and when his beloved 
Saviour had been crucified, he feared not to 
bring spices to perfume his body for the 
tomb (John xix. 39.) From which we may 
learn that in proportion as grace increases 
in the soul, holy confidence in Christ be^ 
comes more evident, and a becoming for- 
wardness in his work appears ; this is a 
thing to be much desired, when we consider 
what Jesus Christ in infinite mercy has 
done for us. 

But let us consider what passed between 

the great Teacher sent of God and this ruler 

of the Jews ; he came to Christ for instruc- 



227 

tion, and was not disappointed. The blesseil 
Redeemer tells him plainly, " Yt must be 
born again;' this Nicodemus could not at 
first understand, but it was further ex- 
plained and insisted upon, and we are 
persuaded that he comprehended it at last, 
for he became a true disciple. 

Now what is it to be born again ? It is 
to have new desires wrought in the soul, 
that whereas by nature we love sin, now 
by grace we are taught to love holiness ; it 
is to have new wishes, new pursuits, new 
aflfections, all contraiy to what we were in 
a state of nature : and how is this to be 
effected ? by the spirit of God, as Christ 
told Nicodemus. And various are the means 
made use of to bring a;bout the new birth. 
Sometimes the sinner is alarmed, and terror 
fills his mind because of his sins, and it vs. 
a long time before comfort \s ^Sox$v^^'^^ssn.\ 
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to times and places, but wherever we pour 
out the desires of our hearts in sincerity 
before him, there he will meet us in love, 
and bless us. Should we not therefore be 
led earnestly to pray to God for the living 
water which he has to bestow, even the gift 
of his Holy Spirit, and his heavenly grace, 
without which our souls can never be satis- 
fied? should we not be desiious to lead a 
holy life, for God knows all our concerns 
in life, the very secrets of our hearts, as he 
knew the woman of Samaria was living an 
unholy life ? and should we not be anxious 
to tell others what a Saviour we have found, 
and invite them to come to him, believing, 
as this woman did? 



233 




Np prudent hushdndincin nvfHTfs 
The. fruU of whttl he sowj$ 
.^?yy ^v^/^ tYJMse havey Us effecls, 
-^^^oT /^i4s:/i. A^ reaps aiui mows\ 



233 
THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER. 

Our Lord in parables his laws reveals 
To docile minds, which justly he conceals 
From those with pride and stubbornness possest. 
And seal'd for death. Lo I this among the rest — 

IN the 13th chapter of Matthew we find 
recorded th^ circumstance of Jesus preach- 
ing from a ship, to the multitude who stood 
on the shore^ and his discourse was in the 
form of a parable to the following effect : — 
** Bi^hold a sower went forth to sow; and 
when he sowed, some seeds fell by the way 
side, and the fowls of the air, came and </e- 
voured them up ; and smne fell upon stony 
placesy where they had not much earth, and 
forthwith they sprung up, because they had 
no deq^ness of earth, and when the sun was 
up they were scorched, and because they had 
no root they withered away ; and some fell 
among thorns, and the thorns sprung, u'jk 
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and choked them; but others fell into good 
ground^ and brought forth fruit, some an 
hundred-fold^ some sixty-fold, and some 
thirty-fold: 

Such was the parable that our Lord spake 
to his hearers; and it is very striking to ob- 
serve, how he improved all the circum- 
stances of life to afford instruction to those 
that followed him, making every thing sub- 
servient to the great end for which he came, 
to lead men to God. Most of his followers 
must have been familiar with the sight of 
sowing the fields with corn, and this now 
afforded a lesson from which they might 
learn much, and from which, by the bless- 
ing of God, we also may learn much. 
Christ was pleased to explain the meaning 
of this parable ; and noticed, 

1st. The way-side, or path of the com 
^^Id, which being trodden hard cannot re- 



235 

ceive the grain sown thereon : this the birds 
make their spoil, and carry away. This isf 
meant to represent those who corae to the 
house of God, and hear his word, without 
giving diligence to receive it into their 
hearts; from such the devil easily takes 
away what they have heard, and they gain 
no profit. 

2d. The stony ground : in such ground 
as this the seed is not likely to thrive; nor 
can the Word of God produce any good 
effect where there is nothing congenial 
thereto; there may be an appearance of 
religion, a mere hearing of the word, and 
that with some outward show of joy ; but 
the soul is not right, the stony heart has 
not been removed, therefore the seed of life 
cannot strike deep root. 

3d. The thorny ground : in such a place 
the corn is not likely to come \.o ^e\^^^^Nss^^ 
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for the thorns will soon overgrow and choke 
it ; thus it is in the soul, where the world 
and its cares and pleasures have the sway; 
there may be something of religion, but it 
comes to no good and blessed end, it is at 
last choked by the thorns of time and sense. 
4th. The good ground: here the seed 
thrives and repajrs the sower s toil ; and in 
the heart where God the Holy Spirit breaks 
up the ground, the gospel seed brings forth 
abundantly to the praise of God. O that 
we may be of the happy number in whose 
hearts the word of life takes deep root down- 
ward, and then, by the grace of God, we 
shall bring forth fruit upward. (2 Kings 
xix. 30.) 
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SUNDRY PARABLES. 

Bv paraine our Saviour draws 
Attention to his holy laws — 
B7 parable he loves to soeui. 
And chjBck the errors of sinfol man. 

IT IS considered very advantageous and 
proper to use parables or similes in con- 
veying to oar fellow creatures the know- 
ledge of truth, because they make a deep 
and lasting impression on the mind ; and 
this should be attended to^ by all who are 
intrusted with the care and education of 
youth* 

The 13th chapter of St. Matthew con- 
tains several instructive parables which 
Christ addressed to his followers. We have 
already noticed the Sower ; the next is the 
Wheat and the Tares, which is thus related : 

** The kingdom of heaven is likened unto 
a man which sowed good seed m HX^ j^^^^ \ 
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but while men slept, his enemy came, and 
sowed tares among the wheat, and went his 
way; and when the wheat came up, the tares 
appeared also.'' This parable is meant to 
represent the world at large; the good seed 
means true Christians, and the tares the 
children of the devil. God made man up- 
right, he sowed none but good seed ; but 
the devil soon sowed tares in the earth, and 
has ever since been endeavouring to des- 
troy the good seed, but never vnll be able 
to prevail. 

The world at large is a vast mixture of 
good and bad ; blessed be the Lord, there 
is much seed of the Lord^s sowing, though 
it is lamentable to think how much bad seed 
the devil has scattered ; these, God suffers 
to grow together, for wise purposes, till the 
great harvest, the day of judgment, when he 
fvyT/ send forth his angels to gather the 
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wheat into his gamer, and direct them to 
collect the tares to cast into unquenchable 
fire. Of all things under heaven, nothing 
can concern us more than to know our true 
character ; and may we never be satisfied 
till we discover that we are of good seed 
sown by God. We may deceive ourselves, 
and others may think well, of us ; but the 
grand question is, are our hearts right in 
the sight of God? The Lord grant that 
they may be so. 

Jesus then spake of the smallness of a 
grain of mustard seed, which, when grown, 
becomes a large herb; by this he would 
show that divine grace in the soul may be 
small at first, but will thrive; — then he 
spoke of a woman hiding leaven in meal 
till the whole was leavened ; thus grace in 
the soul will spread through the whole man, 
and afiect him throughoul, '\\x \i^^tV»\&^ 
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and conversation ; — then he spoke of a man 
who sold all he had, to buy a field in which 
treasure was hid; and of another who 
parted with every thing to purchase a pearl 
of great price, O may we have grace to 
be willing to part with all for that inestim- 
able treasure, the Gospel ; nor think any 
thing too dear.to give for Christ, who is 
indeed, and of a truth. The Pearl of great 
Price. 

Christ concludes by speaking of a net 
cast into the sea, which brought up things 
both good and bad ; the good were saved, 
and the bad thrown away. And thus will 
it be at the last great day ; the righteous 
violl be gathered into the storehouse of God 
above, while the wicked shall be cast out 
into endless woe. May we all through 
grace be found with Gods chosen ones in 
ibat awhUly decisive day ! 
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JOHN THE BAPTIST BEHEADED. 

'<Ask thou," and have, King Herod said 
To her who skill in dance £splay'd, — 
"Give me the head of John," she cried, 
And Herod wickedly comply'd ! 

OUR blessed Saviour proclaimed John 
the Baptist to be "wore than a prophet'^ 
He was the forerunner of Christ, and a 
faithful reprover of the sins of men. He 
fell into disgrace with Herod, the governor 
of Gralilee, and by him was imprisoned. 

The circumstance which gave the ofiFence 
was this : Herod had married his brother 
Philip's wife while Philip was living, and 
John had told him in plain language, that 
it was not lawful for him to have his bro- 
thers wife. The haughty mind of Herod 
could not bear this reproof, and he put John 
in confinement, purposing eNevi\,^\cK^^ ^n:^. 
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him to death, had he not feared the mul- 
titude, who counted him a prophet. 

Faithful reproofs meet with a very had 
reception where the love of sin and pride 
reigns, and, instead of softening into repent- 
ance, too frequently provoke anger and 
revenge. Such was the case with Herod ; 
his iniquity was very great, but he loved 
his own way, bad as it was, and persecuted 
the Lord's servant for warning him. This 
has been the case in all ages — ^the faithful 
reprovers of sin have always been hated and 
ill-treated from the time of righteous Abel ; 
and even at this hour, if the sinner is told 
of his crime, and warned that the end of 
such things is eternal death, — alas! he loves 
his iniquity, and hates the kind individual 
for telling him of his danger. 

But, though Herod feared the multitude, 
ha at length got over that fear, and, having 
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an opportunity, he caused John to be be- 
headed. On his birth-day, when he was 
feasting "vjith his court, the daughter of 
Herodias, his brother Philip^s wife whom 
he had married, danced before him, and 
pleased him so much, as to receive a promise 
from him, with an oath, that he would give 
her whatever she should ask; she, instruct- 
ed by her mother, desired to have John's 
head brought in a charger or dish. On this 
request being made, Herod pretended to be 
grieved, but would not break his oath; 
and John was beheaded in prison, and his 
head sent to court* 

The awful fate of this cruel young female, 
however, affords a strong proof of the re- 
tributive power of Providence, when the 
Almighty thinks fit to visit in anger the sins 
of thisworld. Itis recorded of her, that being 
one day walking on the \c^, \\. \^iO«^^, "^vxAl 



244 

separated under her feet, and, closing upon 
her as she sunk, her head and body were 
separated ; the body floated down tiie stream, 
while her head remained, and was devoured 
by dogs. 

In Mark vi. 20, we read that Herod had 
heard John gladly, and done many things 
in consequence of what he heard from him, 
but it is evident his heart was never sav- 
ingly affected. Nothing can be more awful 
than to hear the word of the Lord gladly, 
to be so aflfected by it as to observe it in 
some things, and yet to come short of 
heaven at last. 

If the everlasting Gospel does not reach 
our hearts, and regulate our lives, teaching 
us to hate and forsake sin, it will only add 
to our condemnation at the day of judgment. 
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CHRIST FEEDS THE MULTITUDE. 

Now to the desert Jesus did repair, 
But sought in vain a calm retirement there ; 
For soon unnimiber'd crowds together draw, 
To see his works and hear his sacred law. 

OTTR blessed Saviour on going from place 
to place preaching the Gospel, and healing 
all that were diseased, was followed by a 
great multitude> who were witnesses of his 
miracles. He had retired in a desert, 
whither many followed him, and evening 
having come, his disciples recommended 
that they should be sent away, that they 
might get victuals for themselves; but Christ, 
having already showed his power by healing 
their sick, would give a further instance of 
his goodness by feeding them; he therefore 
said they need not depart. And having 
heard from his disciples that they had only 
five loaves and two &s\ie^*\i'^ cwkc&scc^^^ 
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the multitude to sit down on the grass, and 
took the small stock of provision, and 
blessed it ; when he brake and gave it to 
his disciples, who distributed to five thou- 
sand men, besides women and children, 
probably as many more, and they did all eat, 
and were filled — leaving fragments enough 
to fill twelve baskets. (See Mark, chapter 
viii. and Luke, chapter ix.) 

What a striking proof is here shown of the 
divine nature of Christ! Who but God could 
thus have multiplied food, to make so small 
a supply satisfy so large an assembly? May 
it DOt aflford a word of comfort to those who 
are placed in such circumstances as hardly 
to know where to get their daily bread, or 
who fear their little stock will soon be ex- 
pended ? Let such look up to the Lord for 
his blessing, who can multiply the little 
that bis people have; he who fed a multi- 
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tude that followed him, because his com- 
passionate heart would not sufiFer them 
to depart hungry, will not let his humble 
followers want. 

The blessed Jesus, in performing this 
miracle, before he gave out the food, looked 
up to heaven for a blessing upon it. In 
this we should do well always to imitate 
him — ^to God we are indebted for our daily 
supplies, we ought therefoie to bless Him ; 
and as our food will do us little good with- 
out He makes it nourishing to us, we should 
always look up for a blessing on what we 
are about to partake. 

Here let us admire the great love of our 
divine Kedeemer, who, while he was de- 
livering his heavenly doctrines, adminis- 
tered to the wants of his followers. But how 
dreadfully inexcusable will be the conduct 
of those, who, while tli^'^ ^\^ t\r}^^>^ 
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luxury and affluence, refuse a morsel of 
bread to their poor fellow creatures! 

In the sixth chapter of St, John, where 
this miracle is also recorded, our Saviour 
makes some improving remarks to the mul- 
titude, directing them to labour for the meat 
that perisheth not ; holding forth himself 
to.them as the bread of life, and promising 
that they who feed on him shall never 
hunger. 

May Christ be the great object of our 
souls' desire, may we continually follow him, 
may we live upon him as the bread of life, 
and we shall find, as David elegantly ob- 
serves, that ''He openeth his hand, and 
Jilleth all things living with plenteousness'' 
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THE DISCIPLES IN A STORM. 

A general cry they raise, their causeless fear 
Our Lord did soon remove with — " I am here !** 
Entering the ship his words the winds command, 
They see the happy port, and hail the welcome land. 

JESUS having fed the multitude, he 
directed his disciples to enter into a ship, to 
go to another place, while he sent ihe 
people away : he then retired to a mountain 
to pray, and when evening was come he 
was there alone. But it may be asked, 
what had Christ to pray for? As "The 
Mighty God,'' he had all things under his 
control, but having taken human nature 
upon him, he prayed as a man to his hea- 
venly Father ; and there is little doubt it 
was for his people that he spent this time in 
prayer, and we ought to take this act as our 
example. 

In the sixth chapter of Matthew^ Ie^\i& 
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taught his followers to use private prayer, 
and now he practised what he taught; 
and if he deemed it necessary, how 
can any one excuse himself that never 
retires to seek his God in secret ? Indeed 
there is much reason to call in question the 
religion of that person, who never enters 
his chamber to hold communion with his 
Maker alone. 

While the Saviour was on the mountain, 
his disciples experienced a storm at sea; 
the ship was tossed with the waves, for the 
wind was contrary. Observe, they were in 
the place their Master x)rdered them to be, 
and yet found serious difficulties : from which 
we may learn that in the path of duty we 
may meet with opposition and trial, but at 
such a season we may appeal for help to him 
at whose command we have come into the 
place where difficulties abound. 
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But Jesus was not ignorant of their con- 
dition, nor inattentive to their distress ; for 
they saw him walking on the sea, and ap- 
proaching the ship. This alarmed them — 
they thought it had been a spirit — when he 
calmed their minds by saying, "Be of good 
cheer, it is /, he not afraid'' (See Matthew 
xiv. 27. Mark vi. 50. John vi. 20.) 

Here we behold the mighty power of 
Christ, who could walk on the boisterous 
sea : we observe his kind attention to his 
disciples, that he should come in the hour 
of need; and we may learn to trust our 
gracious Lord in the hour of greatest trial, 
believing that he is near at hand, and will 
manifest his presence when we most need 
his assistance. "Peter said. If it he thou, 
hid me to come unto thee on the water ; and 
he said. Come : hut when he saw the wind 
hoisterous, he was a/raid, aud\)eg>um'tv%v^ 
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sink, cried for help ; when the Lord caught 
him, and said, O thou of little faith, where" 
fore didst thou doubt .^ and when they were 
come into the ship the wind ceased.'' When 
the love of Christ possesses the soul, he 
makes winds and storms to cease there, and 
commands peace. The way to be tranquil, 
is to know that he is God, and that he is 
''the Lord with us'' The deliverance from 
our fears, which would otherwise over- 
whelm us, is owing to the hand of his 
power and grace. 

Peter had great courage, in asking to be 
allowed to go out of the ship to Christ, but 
it soon failed when he saw danger ; he was 
hereby taught his own weakness and his 
entire dependence upon Jesus ; and we may 
learn also, that it is only as he holds us up 
by his mighty hand that we can be safe. 
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THE WOMAN OF CANAAN. 

The woman of Canaan applies, 
But Christ her faith severely tries ; 
Finnly each ordeal she endures, 
And Jesus then her daughter cures. 

WE may truly say of the blessed Jesus 
that ''He went about doing good^ (Acts x. 
38.) It was for this purpose that he tra- 
veiled from place to place, that all might 
see his miracles, and share in his mercy 
and love. We read in the 15th chapter 
of St. Matthew, that ''Jesus departed into 
the coasts of Tyre and Sidon. and behold a 
woman of Canaan cried unto him, saying. 
Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou Son of 
David, my daughter is grievously vexed 
with a devil. 

It was affliction drove this woman of Ca- 
naan to Jesiis : she was a Gentile, and not 
so immediately under the notie^ oil QXiM^\ 
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but he was accessible to all, and none ever 
repented of going to him in those days, nor 
will any be disappointed, who now apply 
to him for the salvation of their souls, though 
it should be affliction, absolute necessity, 
and not love to his name, that bring them 
to his footstool. 

To the application of this woman, Jesus 
made no answer at first, and his disciples 
besought him to send her away, because 
she cried after them ; but he answered her 
at length, and said, '^I am not sent hut to 
the lost sheep of the house of Israeli This 
was discouraging to her, as she was a Gen- 
tile ; but it was to try her faith, and by the 
result we see she had prevailing faith. 
Then she came and worshipped him, say- 
ing, "Lord, help me'' She was not to be 
driven away by the discouragement she met 
with, it rather seems to have increased her 
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importunity. From this we may learn, that 
though for a season we get no answer to 
our prayers, yet it is our duty to persevere, 
and in the end we shall prevail. 

When she again cried for help, the Lord 
said, "It is not meet to take the children s 
bread and cast it to dogs' — that is, the 
blessings I have to dispense are more par- 
ticularly for the Jews, the children of God, 
and not for the Gentiles. Though she 
met with this rebuff, she was not to be si- 
lenced, but exclaimed, with amazing faith, 
''Truth, Lord, yet the dogs eat of the 
crumbs which fall from their masters table'' 
She did not mind being called a dog, she 
could submit to any degradation, only 
she must partake of the Lord's mercy. 
And Christ honoured her greatly, by 
exclaiming, "O woman, great is thy faith, 
be it unto thee even as tAou loilt : auA. AiviT 
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daughter was made whole from that very 
hour'' (Mark vii.) 

What a mercy it is that this instance of 
faith and perseverance is recorded in the 
Holy Scriptures for our example ! It is well 
calculated to lead the children of God to 
press forward to the mark of the prize of 
their high calling in spite of all opposition. 
Christ for a time answered her not ; the 
disciples wished her to be sent away ; and 
then she was told that she belonged not 
to the Lord's people; but nothing would 
drive her back. O that God, of his 
infinite goodness and mercy, may give us 
grace to imitate her example ! then in the 
end we shall prevail. 
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THE DEAF AND DUMB CURED. 

To his glad fnends did him our Lord restore, 
Enjoining silence, but they spoke the more ; 
Throughout the astonished land the wonder tell, 
And all confess he has done all things well. 

THE multitude followed Jesus whither- 
soever he went, beholding his acts of mercy 
and love; and, while to those that loved 
him, it must have afforded continual joy to 
be with him, it proved at the same time an 
awful aggravation of the crimes of those who 
at length betrayed and crucified him, be- 
cause they were left without excuse, as they 
well knew that none but one sent from God 
could do as he did* 

Here we are. presented with a fresh in- 
stance of the Redeemer's power and love : 
" Having departed from the coasts of Tyre 
and Sidon, he came into the sea of Galike, 
through the midst of the coast 0/ Dec.a'^^Vv.^\ 
s 
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they brought unto him one that was deaf and 
dumb, and besought Jesus to put his hand 
on him'' (Mark vii. 31, 32.) This poor 
man was in a pitiable condition. Not to be 
blessed with the use of our faculties and 
limbs is a great denial, and must make life 
pass heavily along ; and if God has been 
pleased to exempt us from such afflictions, 
we ought to praise his holy name, and 
study to use all we have to his glory. 

We cannot but admire the conduct of those 
that brought this poor object to Christ; 
whether they only asked that Christ should 
lay his hand upon him and bless him, or 
whether they had faith to believe he could 
heal him, does not appear; but, however, 
their utmost wishes were realized, for the 
blessed Saviour took the man aside from 
the multitude, and put his fingers into his 
ears^ and touched his torgue; and looking 
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up to heaven, he sighed, and said unto him. 
Be opened ; and straightway his ears were 
opened, and the string of his tongue was 
loosed, and he spake plain ; and he charged 
them that they should tell no man; but 
the more he charged them, so much the 
more they published it. 

From the example of Christ, who, as we 
are thus told in the sacred Scriptures, took 
the man aside and healed him, we should 
learn to do good in a private manner, not to 
be seen of men, for our blessed Saviour 
sought not honour from the world. When 
the multitude saw the effects of the wonder- 
ful cure that had been performed, they ex- 
pressed their astonishment, saying, "He 
hath done all things well.'' This should 
teach us to join our voices in the thanks- 
giving of all ransomed sinners who sing the 
triumphs of redeeming Ion^, 
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What encouragement we have, while 
reading of the love and pity of Jesus, to 
carry all our infirmities and sorrows to him, 
for we see that he never refused relief to 
any that applied to him of old, and he still 
continues the same compassionate friend. 
He can heal every disease of our souls ; he 
can set our tongues loose to sing his praise ; 
he can open our deaf ears to hear the sound 
of salvation. To him may we therefore be 
continually coming, and then, even in this 
life, we shall own, ''That he has done all 
things well,''' and in heaven we shall expe- 
rience it to his eternal praise. 




On ta/^or thus /Us servnnfs vifwi/ 
/Tis /i/s/^'e^, H'/te/t trans/^tmi/lfe sff¥?r/; 
^^^5^ ^^r^k&^if/ ea/f/i/y sctites farewell, 
'^^^ l/^xr/ i^y/j/h/sa/i/^ /i^ir" *> fhvell. 
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THE TRANSFIGURATION. 

Moses and great Elias both descend. 

And at an awfiil distance Him attend ; 

What they had leani'd among the bless'd explain. 

His wonderous passion, and his glorious reign. 

SOME of the great miracles which 
Christ performed while on earth we have 
already contemplated, and from them, not- 
withstanding all that the unbelief of the 
Jew6> and the persecutions of their rulers, 
could throw in the way of light and truth, 
his followers could not fail to perceive, 
that none but a Divine Person could do 
such wonderful works; yet, clearly as 
these miracles proved his power and God- 
head> and conclusive as they ought to have 
been, to all who were so highly favoured 
as to be within the reach and immediate 
operation of them, he was pleased to give 
a more positive assurance of hi?. ^^<^^^^\^'^^ 
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and glory; for he took Peter, James, and 
John, apart into a high mountain, and was 
transfigured before them; and, as it is 
beautifully expressed by the inspired evan- 
gelist, '' his face did shine as the sun, his 
raiment was white as the light, '^ and there 
appeared Moses and Elias (or Elijah) talk- 
ing with him. (Matthew xvii., Mark ix., 
and Luke ix.) 

The Saviour appeared among men in a 
humble form ; he took the appearance of a 
servant, and sulEFered deep degradation; 
yes, ^'/or our sakes he became poor, that 
we, through his poverty^ might he rich ," 
(2 Cor. viii. 9.) but he was, notwithstand- 
ing, " the King of kings, and Lord of 
lords, " (Rev. xix. 16.) and was now 
pleased to reveal something of his glory to 
his highly favoured disciples. He was at- 
tended by Moses and Elijah, who talked 
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with him, about what he was going to 
suffer at Jerusalem for poor perishing 
sinners. 

It was in a retired place where the dis- 
ciples saw so much of their lllaster s greats 
ness; we may learn from this circum- 
stance to be much alone with Christ, for 
when shut out from all noise and interrup- 
tion, we are most likely to enjoy his pre- 
sence. The disciples were filled with great 
joy and pleasure on the occasion, and Peter 
exclaimed, " Lord, it is good for us to he 
here;'' and so it was. It is good to be 
where Jesus meets with his people ; it is 
indeed good to wait upon him, to taste his 
love, and with the eye of faith to behold 
his glory and power. 

The disciples not only found it good to 
be there, but they wished for a continuance 
of the blessing, and would fain have uaaiJa 
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tabernacles for Christ and his attendants ; 
but this was not to be the case : it was but 
a short season of the display of the Saviour s 
great glory, it was only a transient gleam 
of heaven they were to enjoy. 

While we remain on earth, God is 
pleased, at times, to let us see the light of 
his countenance; but we must put off this 
body of sin and death, and pass through 
the grave, before we shall enjoy the con- 
stant light and beams of his face. While 
beholding this glorious scene, the disciples 
heard a voice, saying, " This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased ; hear ye 
himT Thus God spoke to them; and thus 
he speaks to us in his gospel. may he 
give us the hearing ear, and the wise and 
understanding heart, that we may hear 
and live. 
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CHRIST TEACHETH HUMILITY. 

**If you the heavenly kingdom wish to gain. 
And with me in my father's glory reign ; 
Let fond ambition pass, be meek and mild. 
And teachable and humble, like this child.'' 

WE observe in the life of Christ not 
only many miracles performed, but also 
much good taught. While he healed some, 
he instructed all, and while they were highly 
privileged who heard his advice, we have 
reason to be thankful that what he said is 
recorded for our benefit; and if we are 
found diligent in attending to the written 
word of God, we shall not fail of getting 
good for our souls. 

In the 18th chapter of the Gospel of 
Saint Matthew we have an admirable lesson 
on the subject of humility, a grace well 
pleasing to God, and which we should study 
to acquire, as best becomvw^ ^\\k5<cv V^»c^^^ 
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creatures as we are. This subject arose 
from the disciples asking Jesus who should 
be greatest in the kingdom of heaven? 
They thought that Christ would reign as 
king, when he arose from the dead, and 
they were anxious to know who should be 
the chief in his kingdom. 

To this question our blessed Saviour 
gave them a very dilEFerent answer to what 
they expected, by improving the circum- 
stance, and teaching them to be humble. 
He called a little child unto him, and set 
him in the midst of them, and told them, 
that ^'except they were converted, and became 
as little children, they could not enter the 
kingdom of heaven ; hut that whosoever 
should humble himself as a little child, he 
considered such as greatest in the kingdom 
of heaven.'' Christ not only taught his 
disciples the importance of humility, but 
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also of being converted, and no one will be 
truly humble until he has been converted 
to God : for pride is a reigning sin in the 
heart of man by nature; from this sin God 
alone can turn us. Of all things under 
heaven, nothing is more unbecoming to 
poor perishing sinners than pride ; and yet 
there is not any thing to which we are 
more prone ; and since the Redeemer has 
told us we must be humble, it becomes us 
to be found pleading much with him, to 
take away the lofty spirit which is in us, 
and to clothe us with humility, for *'He re- 
sisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the 
humble.'' (James iv. 6.) 

Christ improved every object around him 
for the good of his foHowers ; he had given 
them much instruction from surrounding 
things, and now, taking a child from among 
them, he gives him a lesion oi\oci5KS5ta^\ 
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to imitate the child, who is harmless, 
simple-minded, lowly, devoid of malice, 
bitterness, and strife. 

It was such a character as this that 
David loved to imitate ; see Psalm cxxxi., 
where he says, ''Lord, my heart is not 
haughty, nor mine eyes lofty ; neither do I 
exercise myself in great matters, or in things 
too high for me ; surely I have behaved and 
quieted myself as a child that is weaned 
of his mother ; my soul is even as a weaiied 
child,'' Thus a king learned the spirit and 
temper of a child, and thus may we learn 
also; for humility will screen us from many 
sorrows that pride invariably occasions. 
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i?HE DUTY OF FORGIVENESS. 

" Teach me to feel another's woe, 

To hide the faults I see !— 
That mercy I to others show. 

That mercy show to me ! " 

THE blessed Jesus having taught his 
disciples the importance of humility, also 
instructed them how necessary it was for 
them to exercise a forgiving spirit towards 
others. He says in Matthew xviii. 15, 
''If thy brother shall trespass against thee, 
go and tell him his fault between thee and 
him alone ; if he shall hear thee, thou 
hast gained thy brother. "" How distressing 
a thing it is that quarrels so much abound 
in the world ; this gives rise to such dread- 
ful wars and bloodshed ; this deluges lands 
with blood, and makes mankind hate, one 
another; and how painful above all things 
it is when brethren cannot agree! 



270 

Jesus well knew that from the frailties 
and infirmities of our nature quarrels would 
at times exist, and therefore in pity of our 
weaknesses, and in compassion for our in- 
firmities, he has told us how to act, so that 
by mild and gentle means, bearing and for- 
bearing, we may avoid those dangerous ex- 
tremities to which we are too prone to 
resort ; we are to tell one another of our 
faults in an aflfectionate manner, and try 
thus to win over the offender ; and by no 
means are we to consider any one as our 
enemy, until he has proved by his stubborn 
unforgiving spirit that he will not be re- 
conciled. 

But there are some unhappy tempers in 
the world who will be always at variance 
with those about them; shall we return 
railing for railing, and anger for anger? By 
no means; pray for grace, to be enabled to 
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reward good for evil, and pray for such 
characters that God would be pleased to 
give them another disposition. 

'^Tken came Peter to Jesus, and said. 
Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against 
me, 'and I forgive him, till seven times ? 
Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee. 
Until seven times hut. Until seventy times 
seven'* And this doctrine he sweetly illus- 
trated by a parable of a lord who forgave 
his servant a great debt, after which, that 
servant dealt hardly by another servant 
who owed him but a small sum. Christ, 
by telling Peter to forgive his brother 
seventy times seven offences, did not mean 
to limit us to such a number; we are to 
forgive our brethem all their oflfences 
against us, as we hope for forgiveness from 
God, 

Has the Lord of heaven aud earthy ibw^ 
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Maker and Upholder of every thing that 
lives and moves, and has a being, forgiven 
us all our iniquities, and shall we not 
pardon one another ? surely we shall feel it 
our duty to forgive and forget all offences 
committed against us. Hear the -sweet 
language of St. Paul in the Eph. iv. 31, 
32: — ''Let all bitterness, and wrath, and 
anger, and cla^nour, and evil speaking, be 
put away from you, with all malice ; and 
be kind one to another, tender-hearted, for- 
giving one another, even as God for 
Christ's sake hath forgiven you'' O listen 
to this language ; think of the pardoning 
love of God through Christ to your soul; 
and if you are at variance with any one, 
seek to be reconciled, and by God's grace 
endeavour to li^ in love and peace with all 
men. 
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THE DANGER OF RICHES. 

With eager haste a youth to Jesus ran, 
Fell prostrate at his feet, and thus began: 
What shall I do, for none can better teU, 
To arrive at bliss, and 'scape the flames of hell? 

''AND behold, one came and said unto 
Jesus, Good Master, what good thing shall 
I do that I may have eternal life /'" (Matt, 
xix. 16.) It is a delightful thing to see 
those that are young inquiring after that 
^hich relates to their everlasting peace. It 
is the duty of all around them to show such 
the good and the right way ; and we are 
well persuaded God will, by his Holy Spirit, 
direct them, if their inquiry is sincere. In 
reply to this young man's question, Christ 
told him, that, "if he would enter into life, 
he must keep the commandments'' 

It is our duty to observe all the com- 
mandments of God, and to kee^ them ; not 
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any thing can excuse us from a diligent 
attention thereto, for God is our Sovereign 
King, his laws are all holy, just, and good, 
and he demands implicit obedience at our 
hands; but who can observe his precepts 
without turning to the right hand or the 
left? who among the fallen race of men 
can render him perfect obedience? ''There 
is none righteous, no not one'' (Psalm xiv. 
3,) ''All have sinned and come short of 
his glory!' (Rom. ii. 23.) So says the 
unerring word of God ; but the young man 
who came to Christ thought otherwise, for 
after the Saviour had enumerated the com- 
mandments which men ought to observe, 
he said, "All these have I kept from my 
youth up ; what lack I yet ?'' 

Poor young man! he was not sensible 
that he had a depraved heart ! he was puflFed 
up with pride an(\ self-righteousness ! there- 
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fore to him the Saviour of sinners could 
not be precious, for "he came not to call 
the righteous, hut sinners to repentance, 
and to heal those who felt their need of a 
spiritual physician'' (Mark ii. 17.) 
beware of a self-righteous spirit, for it ruins 
many souls, and is a disposition highly 
offensive to God, who beholds the proud 
afar off. 

After Jesus had heard the answer given 
by this young man, he replied, '' If thou 
wilt he perfect, go and sell that thou hast, 
and give to the poor, and thou shalt have 
treasure in heaven, and come and follow 
me ; but when the young man heard that 
saying, he went away sorrowful, for he 
had great possessions, (See Mark x. 
and Luke xviii.) 

It is evident that this young man calcu- 
lated upon gaining heaven by ^ood ^q\^> 
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and therefore the Saviour told him what 
he yet lacked, to make his works more 
complete ; but alas, if he had kept all the 
commandments, as he vainly thought, it is 
evident his heart was more set upon his 
possessions than upon. God and heaven, or 
he would willingly have parted with all he 
had to attain thereto; but no works of our 
own can merit the favour of God, therefore, 
let us flee to Christ, who is the only 
Saviour ; his merits and righteousness are 
the sinner's only plea, and if interested 
therein, God will never cast him out. Let 
us pray, then, to our Almighty Father, that 
however poor or humble we may be in this 
world, he will bestow on us the riches o( his 
grace, and create in us an upright heart 
and a contrite spirit. 
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THE GOOD SAMARITAN. 



The good Samaritan saw him on the road. 
And to the wounded wretch compassion show'd. 
** Go thou and do the same," our Lord rejoin 'd ; 
'^\nd mercy show to all, as you would mercy find.** 



THE important question put to Christ 
by a lawyer, '* what he should do to inherit 
eternal life ?'' was the introduction to this 
very interesting narrative. To this inquiry 
Jesus told him to " love the Lord his God 
with all his heart, and soul, and strength, 
and mind ; and his neighbour as himself.' 
The lawyer acknowledged that this was 
right, but begged to be informed who was 
his neighbour. (Luke x. 25, &c.) 

It does not appear that the person who 
made this inquiry was influenced by any 
good motive, for it is said, '' he stood up 
and tempted Christ,'' that \s, \ve \5Gv>^^ Xrj 
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the Saviour, he would hear what he had to 
say to such a question. Such an inquiry, 
if properly made, is a very important one, 
and what we should all make, for it well 
becomes us to know how we may inherit 
eternal life: and Jesus has graciously in- 
formed us. (John vi. 29.) '' This is the 
work of God, thai ye believe on him whom 
he hath sent'' So that while good works 
are to be performed as an evidence that we 
are the Lord's people, the great work that 
is demanded of us, is repentance and faith 
in the Lord Jecus Christ. 

As the lawyer wished to know who was 
his neighbour, the Saviour related a cir- 
cumstance, which it is very probable took 
place ; but if a fiction only, was told for 
the purpose of instruction. ''A certain 
man, (said he) went down from Jerusalem 
to Jericho, and fell among thieves, who 
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stripped him, and woimded him, and left 
him half dead ; while so laying, a priest, 
and afterwards a Levite, passed that way, 
and took no notice of the poor man ; hut a 
certain Samaritan who was journeying that 
way, when he saw the object of distress, gave 
way to the kindlier feelings of his nature » 
he took compassion on him, dressed his 
wounds, put him on his own beast, and took 
him to an inn, where he desired that the 
poor sufferer might be taken care of at his 
expense.'' 

After Jesus had related this affecting 
tale, he turned to the lawyer and asked, 
which, in his opinion, proved himself to be 
a neighbour to the man who fell among 
the thieves ? He replied, "he that showed 
mercy on him;" then said Jesus, "Go and 
do thou likewise.'' From which we learn 
our duty to one another, that we are to assi&t 
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every man his neighbour, and so endeavour 
to lessen the mass of human woe. 

There appears something of a very spi- 
ritual nature in this narrative: consider 
man as having fallen into the hands of 
thieves, I mean the powers of hell and 
darkness, who have wounded him, and left 
him dead in trespasses and sins — consider 
the Lord Jesus Christ as the good Samari- 
tan, who, by his Holy Spirit, pours into 
the wounded sinner's heart the consolations 
of the gospel, and takes gracious care of 
him ; and does it not read us a sweet tale ? 
O, let us love this good Samaritan of 
souls, and seriously contemplate what he 
has done for us children of men. 
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PARABLE OF THE RICH MAN. 

'' These laree possessions yet are mine :" — 
*frhoa fool ! " exclaimed a Toioe divine, 
**Thia night's thy last ; and when thou art gone, 
Whose is that wealth, thou now miscall'st thy own**? 

JESUS spake a parable unto his disci- 
ples, saying, "The ground of a certain rich 
man brought forth plentifully: and he 
thought within himself, saying. What shall 
I do, because I have no room where to be- 
stow my fruits ? And he said. This will I 
do ; I will pull down my barns and build 
greater, and there will I bestow all my fruits 
and my goods ; and I will say to my soul. 
Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for 
many years ; take thine ease, eat, drink, and 
be merry. But God said unto him, "Thau 
fool, this night thy soul shall he required 
of thee ; then whose shall those things he 
which thou hast provided ? So is Kt iKal 
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layeth up treasure for himself, and is not 
rich toward God'' (Luke xii. 16, &c.) 

We have here set before us a striking 
picture of a man whose happiness (if such 
know what happiness means) is confined 
to the present life, making a God of the 
things of this world, and looking no farther. 
What a pity it is that the providential 
mercies of God should be thus abused, and 
that what he bestows upon any for their 
comfort and convenience in life, should be- 
come the cause of their everlasting misery ! 
We can never be sufficiently thankful to 
our heavenly Father for the temporal bless- 
ings he is pleased to bestow upon us ; but 
if we abuse these his mercies, and in attend- 
ing to things of this life, lose sight of what 
relates to our everlasting peace, we shall 
have a fearful charge to answer at the 
awfuil day of judgment. 
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How completely besotted was this man, 
how lost to every thing that was noble and 
generous! for he seems to have had no 
thought of doing good with his great pos- 
sessions ; nothing occupied his thoughts but 
taking his ease, and indulging himself with 
the abundance bestowed upon him : where" 
as it was his duty to have been a friend to 
the friendless, to feed the hungry, and clothe 
the naked. It is for this purpose that God 
increaseth our wealth ; and only as we thus 
use the plenty bestowed upon us, are we 
fulfilling the designs of our Maker. His 
perishing body occupied all his concern, 
while his precious, never-dying soul was 
forgotten ; and alas ! this is the case 
with multitudes ; but what will their sur- 
prise be, when death unexpectedly seizes 
them! They will then find that a man is 
not profited, "though he sKould g^am \\vt 
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whole world, if he lose his own soul'' (Mark 
viii. 36.) 

O, study to use the things which God 
bestows upon you to his glory, and in pro- 
portion as wealth increases endeavour to be 
increasingly useful ; so will you be answer, 
ingthe purposes of the Lord, and be a bless- 
ing in your day and generation; and, above 
all, study to have your hearts set upon 
heaven, that, like the good steward, you 
may be ready when your accounts shall be 
demanded, and when God shall require your 
soul, you may be found numbered with his 
redeemed people. 
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THE BARREN FIG TREE. 

As the Lord extends on earth our date, 
Ilien let us bear, 'ere yet too late. 
The fruit of grace, approv'd of Heaven, 
Lest to destruction we are given. 

IN the gospel of St. Luke, chapter xii. 
we are informed that Pilate had mingled 
the blood of certain Galileans with their 
sacrifices ; and by the Saviour's answer it 
is evident that those who informed him 
thought these Galileans were more vncked 
than other men, or such an awful event 
would not have been experienced by them ; 
the reply that Jesus made was this — ''Sujh- 
pose ye that these Galileans were sinners 
above all the Galileans, because they suffered 
such things? I tell you nay; but except ye 
repent, ye shall all likewise perish. Or 
those eighteen, upon whom the tower in 
Sdoamfell, and slew them, think yc tfiat 
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the}/ were simiers above all men that dwelt 
in Jerusalem P I tell you nay : but except 
ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.'' 

It is too common for us to conclude, if a 
sudden calamity befalls a fellow-cieature, 
that he was a greater sinner than others, 
and that what he has experienced was sent 
as a judgment ; but many are the afflictions 
of the Lord's people, while the men of the 
world, who have their portion in this life, 
often pass through it with little sorrow ; 
but yet it well becomes us to notice the 
hand of God in every event, that when we 
see the wicked called away without repent- 
ance, we may take warning, and no longer 
trifle >^ith Divine forbearance ; and when 
we see the righteous afflicted, we may rest 
satisfied that the all-wise God often sends 
trials in mercy to them. 

To enforce these solemn words, " except 
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jfe repent, ye shall all likewise perish,'' 
Christ addressed a very striking parable to 
his hearers, sa3dng — ^'A certain man had 
a fig-tree planted in his vineyard, and he 
came and sought fruit thereon, and found 
none ; then said he to the dresser of his 
vineyard. Behold^ these three years I come 
seeking fruit on this fig-tree, and find none: 
cut it down, why cumbereth it the ground ? 
And he answering said unto him. Lord, 
let it alone this year also, till I shall dig 
about it, and dung it: and if it bear fruit, 
well; and if not, then after that thou 
shalt cut it down.'' 

This parable, addressed to the Jews, 
more particularly related to them, for 
Christ had now spent about three years in 
his public ministry amongst them, and 
alas, he saw no fruit, and they were in 
awful danger of perishing; nevertheless 
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they were spared longer ; though they re- 
pented not, and at last were ruined by their 
sins. But this parable also relates to every 
one to whom God has given his holy word ; 
and if such are not found among the truly 
penitent, they will most surely perish ever- 
lastingly. 

" Christ ever liveth to make intercession 
for us ;' this is the reason why we have 
not been cut down, for, O ! how unfruitful 
are the very best of us ! Gracious and 
compassionate Lord God, be pleased to 
water us with the dew of heaven, and make 
us fruitful, to the honour and glory of thy 
holy name. Amen. 



289 




(wd makes (9 feast amf hi/Is his ennlures ivme; 
Jf///^ .i//y///e/e' rxaises keep Ihe nwst a( tumi^,- 
^^^^/////e/y er^/ms f/iv ineamsl atuUhc lensl, 
^^/^ /W^/ nr/ey^///,' tr Ihe Oi^ni (vast. 



289 
THE GREAT SUPPER. " 

Through all the streets and lanes, whom e'er they fmd, 
Inviting in ; the poor, the lame, the blind. 
They did : with joyftd haste th' inyited come, 
Yet in his ample palace still was room. 

THIS parable showeth how worldly- 
minded men, who condemn and despise the 
word of God, will eventually be shut out 
of heaven. It is stated in St. Luke xiv. 
16, &c. that the blessed Jesus was sitting 
at meat when he spake this parable. 

"Then said JesuSy a certain man made a 
great supper^ and bade many ; and sent his 
servants at supper time, to say to them that 
were bidden^ Come^ for all things are now 
ready ; and they all with one consent began 
to make excuse" The manner in which our 
heavenly Teacher has improved this, ex- 
hibits to us the way of making our meals 
profitable to the mind, as y^ell ^Si t<i 1^^ 
u 
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body. The God of providence has granted 
to us enough and to spare of all that is need- 
ful to sustain our bodies ; and St. Paul has 
given us an admonition, well worthy of our 
regard, (1 Corinthians x. 31.) " Whether 
ye eat or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all 
to the glory of God'' 

The parable which the Saviour uttered 
on this occasion, is very comprehensive. 
By the great supper, we are to understand 
the rich, free, sovereign grace and mercy of 
God, as set forth in the gospel ; and this 
great feast is provided for all, who through 
Divine grace are made willing to partake 
thereof. 

As the great man, who provided the sup- 
per, sent forth his servants to bid the guests 
come to the feast, in like manner Jesus 
Christ has sent forth his disciples into the 
worlds to make known to men, that the gos- 
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pel feast is ready, and whosoever will, may 
come ; but we read they all began to make 
excuse. 

What a wonderful thing that Almighty 
God should make a spiritual feast, and in- 
vite poor sinners to come and receive ever- 
lasting life as his free gift through Jesus 
Christ, and yet they will not! But what 
inclined them to make excuse ? They had 
all found something in the world, which 
they considered of greater value than any 
thing that God could give them, and so after 
the world they would go, though their pre- 
cious souls were lost thereby. This refusal 
to come to the feast particularly applied to 
the Jews ; they would not receive the gos- 
pel, and therefore God rejected them ; for 
we read further in the parable, that the great 
man who made the feast, sent his servants 
to compel others to come in, for that xva^s^^ 
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of those who refused to accept the invitation, 
should be allowed to partake of the supper; 
and the servants did as they were ordered, 
and yet there was room. 

The refusal of the Jews to receive Jesus 
Christ evidently brought on their rejection; 
they set themselves against Him, and they 
were consequently given over to impeni- 
tence: while the blessed gospel is freely 
offered to us, and all are invited to embrace 
its heavenly doctrine. O Lord, make us 
thankful for the rich provisions of thy gos- 
pel ; preserve us from treating such an in- 
valuable blessing with indifference ; and help 
us to study thy word and will ; and may 
we be saved in Christ with an everlasting 
salvation. 
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THE PRODIGAL SON'S RETURN. 

father I if 'tis lawfnl yet to daim 
An interest in that dear, that injur'd name ; 
So many my crimes against Heaven and thee ; 
A son no more, a servant let me be. 

OUR blessed Saviour in most instances 
used parables^ or improved surrounding 
objects^ in order to convey to his followers 
the truths he would have them understand. 
The 15th chaptor of St. Luke may be con- 
sidered as containing some of the sweetest 
intimations of the grace of God towards 
poor sinners, that could possibly have been 
set forth. Here we find him speaking of a 
man who having a hundred sheep, one of 
which had strayed, he went into the wilder- 
ness in pursuit of it, aiid having found it, 
called his friends to rejoice with him, be- 
cause he had found the sheep that was lost; 
" likewise (said the blessed Sw\w>ix\ ^KaVX. 
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and his aged father beholding hiin a great 
way off, ran to meet him, fell upon his neck 
and kissed him ; he ordered his rags to be 
changed for the best robe, the fatted calf to 
be killed, and joy to abound, for his lost 
$on had returned home. 

What a very striking representation is 
this, of the sinner, who having sought his 
whole happiness in this world, has been 
disappointed in all his expectations, is at 
length made willing to return to his God ; 
and what a sweet exhibition it is of the love 
and compassion of Almighty God, who 
waits, like the father in this parable, to be 
gracious. O return, ye poor wandering 
sinners, and he will surely receive you. — 
" Behold^ we come unto theeyfor thou art the 
Lord our Godr (Jeremiah iii. 12 and 22.) 




Jn finnhhiy bosom fivw at ease, 
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THE RICH MAN AND LAZARUS. 

He waits in yain, nor vroMld they him afford 
The broken relics of their festive board ; 
At length he dies, and freed from pain and care. 
Kind angels him to Abraham's bosom bear. 

THE parable of the prodigal son, which 
we have just noticed, exhibits to our view 
the manifest rich abundance of grace and 
compassion in God towards poor returning 
sinners. In the parable before us, as re-^ 
corded in the 16th chapter of St. Luke, we 
have some solemn warnings of the condition 
of those who live despisers of the grace oi 
God, and die without an interest in Christ* 
The substance of the parable is this : " There 
was a rich man who fared sumpiuoudy every 
dayy and was clothed in purple aid fine linen ; 
and at his gate was laid a poor beggar named 
Lazarus^ who desired to be fed with the 
crumbs which fell fr ma the rich mans table ^ 
and the dogs licked his sores'' 
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Here we observe a great contrast, one of 
the richest and one of the poorest men that 
dwelt upon the earth : and if it were pos- 
sible for us to have our choice which of 
such characters we would rather be, it is 
probable we should be tempted to choose 
the state of the rich man ; but we should 
make a foolish choice, for though dressed 
in gay clothing, and faring sumptuously , 
he was only preparing for eternal misery : 
while Lazarus, though a poor beggar, de- 
void of any one comfort that this life 
afforded, was a beloved child of God, for 
whom a mansion in heaven was prepared. 
But observe, it was not the riches of the one 
that sent him to hell, nor the distress of the 
other that procured heaven for him, for 
there is many a rich man that is a favourite 
of God, and many an afflicted poor man 
who will experience more sorrows in an- 
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other world : it is not what a man has, but 
what he is in the sight of God ; and if 
Lazarus had not been a good man, his being 
covered with sores and wanting bread, 
would not recommend him to the favour of 
Almighty God in another world. 

We read that the rich man and the poor 
man both died; the former was buried, and 
in hell he lifted up his eyes, being in tor- 
ments, and beheld Lazarus, who had been 
carried by angels into Abraham's bosom, 
and he entreated that this once despised 
beggar might be sent with a drop of water 
to cool his tongue; but no, the request small 
as it might seem, could not be granted ; 
when he entreated that Lazarus might be 
sent to his father s house, for, said he, ^* / 
have Jive brethren^ that he may testify unto 
them^ lest they also come into this place of 
torment. And Abraham said untoj^im^ If 
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they hear not Moses and the prophets, net-- 
ther will they be persuaded, though one rose 
from the dead'' (Luke xvi.) 

From the word of God we learn, what- 
ever men may pretend to say, that there is 
a hell which awaits hardened and impeni- 
tent sinners, though they may now redicule 
such an idea. We also learn that the suffer- 
ings of God's people, however severe in this 
world, will soon be over, and they shall 
enter into rest and peace. Happy are they 
who have grace to attend to the things that 
belong to their peace, that know how to 
prize the revealed will of Almighty God, 
and who are trusting in the blood and 
righteousness of Jesus Christ, by which 
alone they can escape a future place of 
endless torment. 
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THE PHARISEE AND PUBLICAN. 

The Publican, with trembling voice and low, 

" O Qod ! to me, a shmer, mercy show ! " 

This humble penitent acceptance gain'd, 

While the proud Pharisee m wrath and sin remain'd. 

ST. Luke has recorded several very in- 
t€ffestmg parables which the other Evan- 
gelists have not, and the following is one of 
them; the lessons to be learned from them 
are very important* It appears that our 
blessed Saviour was surrounded bv some, 
who entertained a very high opinion of their 
own goodness, and fancied themselves more 
hply than their neighbours ; to expose this 
wretched self-conceit^ he spoke this instruct 
tiye parable. 

'^And he spake this parable unto certain 
which trusted in themselves that they were 
righteouSj and despised others. Two men 
went up into the temple to pray^ ihc one a 
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Pharisee^ and the other a Publican. The 
Pharisee stood and prayed thus with him- 
self ; God J I thank thee, that I am not as 
other men are, e.vtortionerSy tmjust^ adul- 
terers^ or even as this Publican. I fast 
twice in the week, I give tithes of all that 
I possess. And the Publican sta?iding afar 
off, would not lift up so much as his eyes 
unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, say- 
ing, God be merciful to me a sinner. Iteil 
you this man went down to his house justi- 
fied rather than the other; for every one 
that exalteth himself shall be abased; and 
he that humbleth himself, shall be exalted'' 
(Luke xviii. 9, &c.) 

The Pharisees were a sect of the Jews, 

who loved to make a great show of their 

religion; and thus the Pharisee repaired 

to the temple, to be seen and admired of 

men; and alas! there are many now-a-days, 
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the whole of whose religion, it is to be 
feared, consists in mere outward forms. O 
that we may be kept from such a profession, 
for it will end in everlasting shame. But 
we do not find one word of prayer in this 
Pharisee's address ; it is all a boast of his 
goodness ; not one word of confession as a 
sinner, nor one acknowledgment of the 
grace of God, which alone maketh one 
man to differ from another. 

Such was the vain boasting Pharisee ; 
but what account have we of the Publican? 
The Publicans were men employed to coU 
lect the taxes levied by the Roman govern- 
ment upon the Jews, who were now under 
the Roman yoke ; these men were much 
despised; but here was one, though des- 
pised of men, yet chosen of God ; he went 
to the temple to pray, not to be seen of men, 
but to pour out his broken heart before the 
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God of all mercj^ and grace: very expressive 
was his prayer; though short, it contained 
much, and met with gracious acceptance 
from him who loves to hear poor sinners 
pleading to him for mercy. 

We cannot urge a more acceptable prayer 
at the throne of grace ; none can better be- 
come us, for we are all sinners, and all need 
mercy: and it is our happy lot to know 
that the promise stands irrevocable in God's 
word; '^ Him that cometh unto me I will 
in no wise cast out. For I came down from 
heaven^ not to do mine own will, but the will 
of him that sent me. And this is the Fa- 
ther's willy that every one that believeth on 
the Son, may have everlasting life : and I 
will raise him up at the last day. (John 
vi. 37—39.) 
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LABOURERS IN THE VINEYARD. 

We must not deem otir toil severe 
Or vain, if unproductive here. 
The promise of rich grace is pven, 
That great shall be our gain in heaven. 

"t ■ 

IN the gospel of St. Matthew, chapter 
XX., we have the interesting parable of the 
labourers, which Jesus spake to his fol- 
lowers, representing the kingdom of heaven 
as being like unto a householder, who 
went out early in the morning to hire la- 
bourers into bis vineyard. By the king- 
dom of heaven, we are here to understand 
the gospel dispensation ; God himself is 
represented by the householder ; and call- 
ing labourers early in the morning into his 
vineyard, signifies the invitations that were 
given to his people the Jews, who received 
the call of mercy before the Gentiles, and 
some of them had grace to tecm^^^s^ 
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their eternal benefit; they did enter the 
vineyard, that is, the church of Christ, 
and were the Lord's labourers. '^And 
when he had agreed with the labourers for a 
penny a day, he sent them into his vineyard'' 

Our heavenly Father never requires his 
creatures to serve him in vain; but he is 
no man's debtor ; not any service that we 
can render to God entitles us to any claim 
upon him ; it is the highest honour of the 
archangels that they are his servants, and 
there is no privilege on earth like that of 
being employed in his service. 

This parable states that the householder 
went out about the third hour, and saw 
others standing idle in the market-place, 
whom he sent into the vineyard, and so at 
the sixth and ninth hours, and even at the 
eleventh hour he sent some into his vine- 
jarA; ai)d when the even was come, the 
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Ip^bourers were called, and all received a 
penny, at which, those who had borne the 
heat of the day murmured, when they saw 
those who were called at the eleventh hour 
paid equal to themselves ; but the house- 
holder reproved those that murmured, say- 
ing, he had a right to do what he would 
with his own. 

This has reference to the jealousy of the 
Jews with respect to the Gentiles, whom 
they were displeased to see made fellow-heirs 
of God's grace, and so called to the enjoy- 
ment of equal blessings with themselves. 
But since all that ruined sinners receive 
from God must spring from his free and 
sovereign mercy, why should any murmur 
to see the same favours bestowed upon 
others as they are blessed with? Some 
are called into the Lord's vineyard very 
early in the morning of life, ^xA ^wss^ "^ 
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a neighbouring village, where they would 
find an ass with its colt, which the owner 
would allow to be brought, on being in- 
formed the Lord had need of them. This 
was accordingly done, and our blessed Sa- 
viour being seated thereon, rode in triumph 
into* Jerusalem, while ''the multitudes that 
went before and that followed after, cried, 
saying, Hosanna to the Son of David; 
blessed is he that cometh in the name of the 
Lord; Hosanna in the highest'' (Matt, 
xxi. and Mark xi.) 

In no one instance do we read of our 
Redeemer receiving so much honour from 
the Jews as at this time ; but in pursuing 
the history, we find it was only the effect 
of the moment, and not out of real love to 
his person and kingdom, for a very few 
days after this, the multitude cried with 
e^ual if not greater vehemence, ''Crucify 
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him. Crucify him/*' That religion which 
arises only from the custom of the day, or 
the mere force of example, is not likely to 
last long ; if our hearts are not established 
by grace, we are likely to be easily re- 
moYcd from one opinion to another ; it be- 
hoves us, therefore, to pray for sincerity in 
all we do, and that we may act from right 
principles, and with constancy in our pro- 
fession of religion. 

After Jesus had arrived at Jerusalem,^ 
he went into the temple, and cast out them 
that sold and bought there, telling .them 
that they had converted the house of prayer 
into a den of thieves. Great was his zeal 
on this occasion, and it stands as a lesson 
to those who are in authority, to exclude 
from the house of God every thing that is 
unholy and unbecoming divine things. 
" When the chief priests sou) io\ial Q,W\^\. 
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had done, and heard the children crying, 
Hosanna to the Son of David, they were 
displeased, and said unto Jesus, Nearest 
thou what they say? And Jesus said. 
Yea, have ye never read. Out of the moutlis 
of babes and sucklings thou hast perfected 
praise ?'' (Psalm viii, 2.) 

O what a delightful scene, when we be- 
hold and hear mere babes praise the Lord 
for his goodness and mercy ! Happy chil- 
dren whom the Lord Jesus teaches by his 
Holy Spirit to sing Hosanna to him on 
earth, who, through his grace, will be 
brought to sing in heaven everlasting hal- 
lelujahs to his praise. Pray, therefore, 
most earnestly to the Lord, to grant you 
this unspeakable blessing. 
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THE WICKED HUSBANDMEN. 

The Husbandmen rcAise to pay 
Their lord, and even his son they slay ;— 
He comes in wrath, his power employs. 
At once avenges and destroys ! 

IN the 21st chapter of Matthew, verse 
33, we read the folTo wing parable : "There 
was a certain householder which planted a 
vineyard, and hedged it round about, and 
digged a winepress in it, and built a tower, 
and let it out to husbandmen, and went into 
afar country. "" This is part of one of the 
last parables which Christ spake, and it 
had a direct reference to the Jews ; for by 
the vineyard it is evident Jesus meant the 
Jewish church, which 'God, the great 
Householder, had established, and let it out 
to husbandmen, that is, he had placed it in 
the hands of the priests and elders. Never 
was a church and nation so Vid^ciX:^ fer^vix^^^ 
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as the Jewish, if we look back to the first 
calling of that people, and trace their his- 
tory in the wilderness under Moses, in the 
land of Canaan under Joshua, and after- 
wards under Samuel, David, Solomon, &c. — 
For all the benefits bestowed on this nation, 
the great householder CKpected to receive a 
rent from the husbandmen; accordingly, 
when the time of the fruit drew nigh, he 
sent his servants that he might receive the 
same ; but the husbandmen took his ser- 
vants, and beat one, and killed another, and 
stoned another ; and when he sent other 
servants, they did unto them likewise. 

This was literally the case, for when 
God sent his servants, the prophets, to 
reprove the Jews for their faults, to point 
out to them their obligations to God, and 
to invite them to return to him from whom 
they received every blessing, awd to whom 
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they ought to render praise, they ill-treated 
them, killing some, and stoning others. 
Read the 11th chapter of St. Paul to the 
Hebrews, there see how the faithful ser- 
vants of God have been used by the 
world in all ages, and admire the patieilce of 
the Almighty, who, notwithstanding such 
vdckedness, has sent again and again, to 
warn men of their danger, and invite them 
to repent. When the great Householder 
saw that they regarded not his servants, hav- 
ing therefore one son, his well-beloved, he 
sent him also unto them, saying. They will 
reverence my son ; (Mark xii. 6,) but they 
plotted together, cast, him out of the vine- 
yard, and killed him. (Luke xx. 14, 15.) 
Here Christ spake so pcftntedly of the 
conduct of the Jews towards himself, that 
they could not but perceive he spake of 
them; at the same time\i^\»^\^^^'«N^'^^«5& 
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consequence would be, that the Lord of the 
vineyard would miserably destroy those 
husbandmen: which event actually came 
to pass about forty years after Christ was 
crucified, and the Jews have been a wretched 
and Wandering people ever since. 

Let us learn from this Scripture history 
the awful consequence of persecuting the 
Lord 8 faithful servants ; and more especial- 
ly the solemn destruction that awaits all 
those who despise, neglect, and crucify the 
Son of God afresh ; which those most cer- 
tainly do who live in sin, and love that 
which nailed him to the cross ; and learn 
also, that where God has given great pri- 
vileges, he does expect much fruit to abound 
to his praise a'tad glory. 



139 




JSfipre^ at 3ethesdas pool, tfw poor, 
^^^ H^c^Aeril, halt, and bUftd, 
^^^A^ 7^a//t/i^ /lea^rts expect a cure., 



-^^^ 



317 
THE POOL OP BETHESDA. 

Affliction's sons in ntunbers lie. 
And one now meets the Saviour's ^e : 
'<Be whole, and rise ;" as Jesus said, 
Strength came, and, lo the lame obey'd-. 

IN the gospel of St. John, chapter v. 
ver. 2, &e. is recorded the miraculous 
healing of the impotent man by our com- 
passionate Saviour. 

"Now there is at Jerusalem, hjf the 
shisejhnuirket, a pool, called Bethesda, 
having five porches ; in these lay a great 
multitude of impotent folk, of blind, halt, 
withered, waiting Jor the moving of the 
water ; for an angel went down at a certain 
season into the pool, and troubled. the water; 
whosoever then first after the troubling of 
the water, stepped in, was made whole 
of whatever disease he had. And a certain 
man was there, which fwxd au w^t'wox.'^ 
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thirty and eight years; when Jesus 'saw 
him lie, and knew that he had been now a 
long time in that case, he saith unto him. 
Wilt thou he made whole? The impotent 
man answered him. Sir, I have no man, 
when the water is trot^bled, to put me into 
the pool; but while I am coming, another 
steppeth down before me. Jesus saith unto 
him. Rise, take up thy bed and walk : and 
immediately the man was made whole, and 
took up his bed and walked^ 

Such is the interesting tale of our 
Saviour s unsought-for compassion, as re- 
corded by the evangelist John, which took 
place at Bethesda, the home of Mercy, 
None ever went away from Jesus, who 
came in earnest, without having received a 
blessing : but here is an extraordinary in- 
stance of his Divine love, where the object 
wno experienced it made no a^jijlication. 
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The miraculous eflfects produced by the 
water of the pool at Bethesda, have long 
since ceased : but God has been pleased to 
grant unto mankind such a knowledge of 
the use of very many things that his hand 
has formed, that numbers are continually 
being healed of bodily complaints, for 
which we have reason to bless his kind 
providence! And while we ought to bless 
him that 'he has made such provision for 
healing our bodily maladies, how can we 
sufficiently praise him for the medicine 
that gives health to the soul, even the gos- 
pel of salvation ; thanks be to God there are 
many houses of mercy, where the healing 
waters flow for spiritual diseases of all sorts. 
There Christ, the good and great Physician, 
ever abides, and is continually asking poor 
sinners, "i/* they will he made whole?'' 
None but himself can heal the inveterate 
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disease of sin ; but he cas^ though it should 
have reigned as long as this poor man s 
complaint, even thirty and eight years, for 
with him all things are possible. 

Othat men would come to this heavenly 
Physician ! He waits to be gracious. This 
poor man's affliction was of grievous and 
long duration, yet he was one towards whom 
the Lord was graciously pleased to extend 
his mercy. This should teach us to bear 
patiently, and with humble resignation, all 
that the Almighty may be pleased to lay 
upon us, for if he sanctify our afflictions, 
he will bring us safely out at last, and we 
shall certainly see cause to bless his holy 
name. 




And r/t^f/f/A^y ff cms eft u/t/c/fow/u 
Jiff/ how sfirprise/l vt'as /le. 
////A^ Jasus cxfJAeyct fitrrv dowrv: 
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ZACCHEUS CALLED. 

Zaccheus, in eagerness of mind 
To view the Saviour of mankind. 
Ascends a tree: lo ! Christ appears, 
His voice with joy Zaccheus hears. 

IN every account we read of the trans- 
actions of our blessed Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, we behpld a full display of 
his mercy and loving-kindness towards the 
souls and bodies of sinful men. The cir- 
cumstance of the conversion of Zaccheus, 
who was a rich publican, or a chief collector 
of taxes, is related in the 19th chapter of 
St. Luke, in the following words : — 

^'And Jesus entered and passed through 
Jericho. And behold there was a man 
named Zaccheus, which was the chief among 
the publicans, and he was rich ; and he 
sought to see Jesus who he was, and could 
not for the press, because he was little of 
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stature: and he ran before, and climbed 
up into a sycamore tree to see him, for he 
was to pass that way. And when Jestts 
came to the place, he looked up and saw 
him, and said unto him, Zacchetis, make 
haste and come down, for to-day I must 
abide at thy house ; and he made haste and 
came down, and received him joyfully T 

We have often noticed our Lord's con- 
descending acts of pity and love to the poor ; 
here we read of bis calling one who was 
rich; for though he had said, "It is hard 
for those who have riches to enter into 
heaven" (Mark x. 23.) yet he showed that 
it was not impossible. It is not the mere 
outward state of any man, that either pre- 
vents or secures the favour of Almighty 
God; if the heart is but right in his sight, 
that is every thing. 

It was curiosity that brought Zaccheus 
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in Christ's way; he only wanted to see who 
and what manner of person the Saviour 
was, not feeling at all concerned about an 
interest in him as the Redeemer of lost 
soullB ; and O, how many are there who go 
to hear the gospel preached from no better 
or higher motive ! It is mere curiosity, to 
hear what the preacher has to say, to admire 
his talents, or perhaps to ridicule him ; the 
liord in his infinite mercy keep you from 
being such a hearer^ lest you should be al- 
lowed to continue in unbelief, and eventu- 
ally perish under the joyful sound of the 
everlasting gospel, which would greatly 
aggravate your eternal woe ! 

But although it was mere curiosity which 
induced Zaccheus to climb the tree for the 
purpose of seeing Jesus, yet he was an object 
of Christ's love and grace : therefore he was 
graciously pleased to call lv\\sN.<i5y^^\,'5s:^ 
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this was an effectual call, as the answer 

which he returned fully proves. ''And 

Zaccheus stood, and said unto the Lord, 

Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give 

to the poor ; and if I have taken any thing 

from any man hy false accusation, I restore 

him fourfold. And Jesus said unto him. 

This day is salvation come to this house, 

forsomuch as he also is a son of Abraham : 

for the Son of man is come to seek and to 

save that which was lost.'' (Verses 8, 9, 

and 10.) 

Here was genuine conversion and true 
repentance; for where grace abounds in the 
heart, good works will immediately com- 
mence, never to cease. Happy are they to 
whom the salvation of Christ is known ; 
happy that heart where his sovereign grace 
doth reign. 
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LAZARUS RAISED FROMTHE DEAD 

Cold in the tomb though Lazarus lies, 
Yet Blartha, to the Saviour cries ; — 
Nor cries in vain ; ** come forth." He saith, 
And Rais'd him from the sleep of death ! 

THE raising of Lazarus from the dead 
is a very striking proof of the power and 
Godhead of Jesus Christ : and, at the same 
time^ exhibits his sympathy and kindness 
for the afflicted family, whereby we are led 
to behold and admire the tender pity of his 
human nature. 

It appears that at Bethany, a village not 
far from Jerusalem, there lived a family 
consisting of two sisters, named Martha 
and Mary, and their brother Lazarus; at 
their house Jesus was well known, and it 
is said that '' he loved Martha, and her 
sister, and Lazarus.'' (John xi. 5.) What 
highly favoured persons they were, to be 
acquainted with the blessed Friend of sixv- 
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ners> and to be beloved by him! Happy 
family! Who does not long to be like 
them? Well, though Christ does not now 
grant us his bodily presence, yet by his 
Holy Spirit, he dwells in and walks with 
his people, and he ever abides with those 
who love his presence, and seek his face, 
(John xiv. 15, &c. and 2 Cor. vi. 16.) 

Lazarus was ill, and his sister sent to 
inform Jesus that " he whom he loved was 
sick ;" thus we may observe that piety, or 
the love of God, does not exempt us from 
sharing in the evils that sin has brought 
into the world; indeed, trials are so far 
from being a proof of our not being be- 
loved of God, that we are told, *' v)hom the 
Lord lovefh he chasteneth.'' (Hebrews xii. 
6.) Sanctified afflictions are indeed great 
blessings. When Jesus heard that Lazarus 
was sick, though he was a considerable 
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way from him, he abode two days still 
where he was; for he intended that the 
sickness should end in death, that the 
glory of God might be seen in raising him 
from the dead. But after two days had 
elapsed, he told his disciples that Lazarus 
was dead, and that he was going to raise 
him to life again. 

When Jesus came to Bethany, he found 
that Lazarus had lain in the grave four 
days ; and when Martha said to him, that 
had he been there, her brother would not 
have died, he told her that her brother 
should rise again; to which she replied, 
" / know that he shall rise again in the 
resurrection at the last day'' Mary also 
uttered the same pathetic language as her 
sister : '' Lord, if thou hadst been here, my 
brother had fiot died" When Jesus saw her 
sorrow, and that of those N<^\\a ^\R:^^sA.\iRs.^ 
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he groaned and was troubled^ and coming 
to the grave of Lazarus, " Jesus wept J' 
How tender was this sympathy ! It was 
not confined to a mere act of condolence, 
as that of our friends is obliged often to 
be; but he commanded them to remove the 
stone from, the mouth of the grave, and 
though Martha gave way to her unbelief 
by exclaiming, " Lord, hy this time he 
stinkethy' as though she thought it too late 
to attempt to raise his body now it was pu- 
trid, yet Jesus showed her how unnecessary 
her doubts were, for with a loud voice he 
cried, " Lazarus^ come forth T and death 
gave up his prey to the almighty voice. 
What a work of wonder was this ! and 
what cannot He do, who has power to raise 
the dead*? Remember all things are pos- 
sible with God. May he be our God, our 
Saviour, and our Friend, now and for ever. 
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DESTRUCTION OF THE TEMPLE. 

When the holy place profaned you see, 
Look not behind but to the mountains flee : 
Till then be on your guard with cautious fear, 
Lest when you least expect, the son of man appear ! 

THE Temple of Jerusalem was an im- 
mense stately edifice, most richly adorned. 
The destruction of this splendid building 
was foretold by Christ in the following 
words : — 

" And Jesus went out and departed from 
the temple ; and his disciples came to him 
for to show him the buildings of the temple; 
and Jesus said unto them. See ye not all 
these things? Verily I say unto you. 
There shall not he left here one stone upon 
another, that shall not he thrown down^^ 
(Matthew xxiv. 1, 2.) 

JesuB went out of the temple, into which 
it does not appear IImA, \i^ ^^i^\ ^^s^k^^ 
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again ; he departed, and all its glory was 
gone ; and we are now to notice the pre- 
diction of its destraction. It was a most 
magnificent building, and the disciples 
wished their Master to notice it, which he 
did, and connected its destruction with his 
remarks. It was for the sins of the Jews 
that this min was threatened ; they resisted 
the invitations of Christ's free grace, they 
rejected the Saviour, " of whom Moses in the 
law and the prophets did write, " (John i. 
45.) and God at last gave them over to the 
will of the Romans, who, about forty years 
after this prediction, destroyed not only the 
temple, but cut ofif many thousands of the 
people in Jerusalem. '* Not one stone shall 
be left upon another ;" this was fulfilled, 
for when Titus took Jerusalem, though he 
did all he could to save the temple, it was 
in vain; the soldiers completely destroyed 
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it, and the ground on which it stood wag 
afterwards ploughed up. Such sure work 
does God make of the threatening which 
he issues against impenitent sinners! 

In the close of the 23rd chapter of Mat- 
thew, Christ upbraided the Pharisees for 
the persecution which the prophets had 
met with in Jerusalem, in this pathetic 
language : " O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou 
that killest the prophets, and stonest them 
which are sent unto thee, how often would 
I have gathered thy children together, 
even as a hen gathereth her chickens under 
her wings, and ye would not! Behold, 
your house is left unto you desolate'' Je- 
rusalem had been the place where God 
had placed his name, his temple, and his 
people ; here many pious kings had dwelt, 
and many instances of national mercy had 
been experienced ; but Jerusale\n. ^^& tfes. 
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abode of persecutors, whom God will 
always bring to account, for dear in his 
sight is the blood of his saints. Christ 
would have gathered the Jews as a hen 
doth her chickens, but they refused; they 
slighted and hated him, and to complete 
their crimes, at length crucified him; and 
the destruction that in consequence followed, 
exceeds in horror all that is any where else 
described in history. 

May the Lord Jesus Christ incline us 
to be thankful for being sheltered under 
the wings of his mercy and grace, and may 
we *'seeJc him while he may he found;'' 
(Isaiah Iv. 6.) and at last be gathered with 
his chosen myriads to be with him for 
ever in the kingdom of his glory. 
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THE TEN VIRGINS. 

Beneath the bridegroom's festive dome 
The foolish shall not find a home. — 
Then for his coming still prepare, 
And with him bliss extatic share ! 

THE parable of the ten virgins alludes 
to the ceremony of the mode of marriage 
of the Jews, in the time of our Saviour's 
sojourn on the earth. In the 25th chapter 
of St. Matthew, we read the following 
narrative : — 

'^ Then shall the kingdom of heaven he 
likened unto ten virgins, which took their 
lamps and went forth to meet the bride- 
groom ; and five of them were wise and Jive 
we^e foolish. They that were foolish took 
their lamps, and took no oil with them ; hut 
the wise took oil in their vessels with their 
lamps. While the hridegroom tarried, they 
all slumhered and slept : and at midnight 
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there was a cry. Behold, the bridegroom 
Cometh, go ye out to meet him. Then all 
those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps ; 
and the foolish said unto the wise. Give us 
of your oil, for our lamps are gone out. 
Bui the wise answered, saying. Not so ; lest 
there he not enough for us and you ; but go 
ye rather to them that sell, and buy for 
yourselves. And while they went to buy, 
the bridegroom came, and they that were 
ready went in with him to the marriage, and 
the door was shut. Afterward came also 
the other virgins, saying. Lord, Lord, open 
unto us ; but he answered and said. Verily 
I say unto you, I know you not. Watch 
therefore, for ye know neither the day nor 
the hour wherein the Son of man comethr 

It was the custom among the Jews on a 
marriage occasion, for the bridegroom to 
come late in the evening to the bride's 
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house, attended with his friends ; and on 
his approach the bride-maids, who were 
usually ten in number, went out with lamps 
to light him into her dwelling. Such was 
the ceremony to which this parable alludes. 
The improvement to be derived from it is 
highly important to us Christians. By the 
bridegroom, we are to understand the Lord 
Jesus Christ ; and by the ten virgins, are 
meant the professors of the gospel, who all 
are, or ought to be, waiting for the bride- 
groom's appearing ; but five were wise, and 
five foolish. 

But how awful it is to reflect, that among 
the professors of religion, there should be 
so many unwise, who carry a lamp of pro- 
fession, but, alas ! do not possess the oil of 
grace in their hearts ; yet, blessed be God, 
there are many truly wise, whose religion 
is not a mere outside show, but the saving 
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work of God upon the heart : and when 
the Bridegroom comes, they will be found 
ready to enter into heaven with him. It 
will be too late to go and buy, when the 
day of judgment comes. " Now is the ac^ 
cepted time, now is the day of salvation'^ 
(2 Corinthians vi. 2.) " Whosoever will 
may now come' (Rev. xxii, 17,) and buy 
without money and without price. (Isaiah 
Iv 1.) 

May God give us grace to apply our 
hearts unto wisdom betimes, ere the door 
is for ever closed. And as we know not 
the hour when we may be summoned to 
meet the Bridegroom, may we be blessed 
with watchfulness of spirit, that we may 
not be taken by surprise or unprepared to 
die, but may die the death of the righteous^ 
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THE UNPROFITABLE SERVANT. 

The ungrateful, unimproving servant's thrown 
In dungeons deep, where light and joy's unknown; 
Where solid wo^ and death and darkness reign, 
And wretched sinners weep and gnash their teeth for 
pam. 

IN the account of the ten virgins, we 
were shown the awful distinction made at 
last, when Hie wise were admitted, and the 
foolish excluded from heaven ; and conse- 
quently the great importance of being 
always ready for death. We now come to 
the conclusion of the parables which our 
blessed Saviour was pleased to make use 
of for the edification of his people. In this 
parable of the unprofitable servant, we learn 
the necessity of being diligent in God's 
service, and that we are required to be well 
employed in improving what he has put 
into our hands. It represents a man call- 
ing his three servants, and deliveda^ta 
7. 
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them his goods, before he took a long jour- 
ney ; to one he gave five talents, to another 
two, and to another one. Those servants 
who had received the five and two talents 
went and traded with what was intrusted 
to them, and by diligence doubled the pro- 
perty committed to them ; but he that had 
received one talent, did not turn it to any 
account, but buried it till it was required 
again. When the lord of those servants 
returned,. he called them to bring forward 
the talents left with them ; when the first 
two servants brought what had been de- 
posited with them, together with as much 
more, made by diligence, while the last 
merely returned the solitary talent> just as 
he had received it ; then the profitable ser- 
vants were bid to enter into the joy of their 
Lordy but the unprofitable servant was cast 
out into outer darkness^ where there is weep^ 
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ing and gnashing of teeth. (Matthew xxv.) 
Let us ever remembei that God is the 
great proprietor of all things, and he has 
allotted to every man such a portion of time, 
property, or influence, as it pleased him, 
with a command to use the same to his 
glory. Here we find two out of three were 
diligent. It is a mercy to see so many 
employed in God's service; and it is a great 
privilege to be engaged in the work of so 
good a Master, it always ends in a large 
reward; but we must own ^"^ after we have 
done all, we are unprofitable servants'' 
(Luke xvii. 10.) But alas, there are too 
many who have a talent in their hands 
without an inclining heart to use it ; they 
are slothful, they have not God in all their 
thoughts^ and consider him to be a severe 
Master, and that he requires more of them 
than is reasonable ; tVi^ dio^tci ^^ ^e^^ ^^^ 
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be awful indeed, for where God sows he 
expects to reap. 

See the close of the 25th chapter of 
Matthew, where we read of the reward that 
shall be bestowed at last on those who, 
through Divine grace, have been active for 
the Lord ; he will say, " Comej ye blessed 
of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world!" 
And also hear the awful curse pronounced 
on those who have not been employed for 
God, " Depart, ye cursed, into everlasting 
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels^ 
God grant that we may ever be zealous in 
the cause of Christ, anxious for his glory, 
and diligent for the good of our fellow- 
creatures. 




T/fal dofeOi/ //////'/ he/ ore /us c/eat/f, 
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THE LAST SUPPER. 



"This is my body, freely given, 
That all who eat may live in heaven, 
If worthy — ^but th' imworthy guest 
Shall never gain eternal rest ! '' 



WE have in St. Matthew, chapter xxvi., 
one of the most important events in the life 
of Jesus Christ. 

^^ Now the first day of the feast of un- 
leavened breads the disciples came to Jesus j 
saying unto him. Where wilt thou that we 
prepare for thee to eat the passover .-?" The 
disciples were well aware that their Divine 
Master would attend to the command of 
God by keeping the passover; in commemo- 
ration of the deliverance of the Israelites 
out of Egypt, of which we read in Exodus 
xii. They therefore inquired where he 
would keep it, and he du^cX^dlWss.^\sseifc 
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to make ready. " When even was comCy 
he sat down with his disciples ; and while 
they were eatings he said unto them^ Verily 
I say unto youy that one of you shall betray 
mer What a painful sensation must this 
have excited in the breasts of those who 
felt a sincere affection for Christ! and they 
began every one of them to say, " Lord, is 
it /" and Judas also said, '* Master^ is it 
/" (Mark xiv. and Luke xxii.) 

Ye^y Judas : it was of you the dear Rcr 
deemer spoke : you had already made an 
agreement with the chief priest, to deliver 
your kind Master into their hands for thirty 
pieces of silver. Was ever treachery so 
great ? and now to come and sit down with 
his Lord to supper! but Jesus knew his 
thoughts, and told him that it had been 
better for him if he had not been born. 
^^ji^6fastkey were eatings Jesus toofe breads 
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and blessed ity and h^ake itj and gave it to 
the disciples, and said. Take, eat, this is my 
body ; and he took the cup, and gave thanks, 
and gave it to them, saying. Drink ye all 
of it; for this is my blood of the new testa- 
ment, which is shed for many for the 
remission of sins ^' 

This is the appointment of the Lords 
supper; and Christ has commanded his 
followers ever to attend thereto, "m re- 
jnembrance of me'' (Luke xxii. 19.) By 
the bread which was broken, was repre- 
sented his body, which was soon after 
broken on the cross for sinners. By the 
wine, his blood was pointed out", which was 
shed for the remission of his people's sins; 
and by the disciples' partaking of this sup- 
per, was meant to show their interest in all 
the benefits resulting from the Saviour's 
death . Blessed be bis \ioVj \\assi^>fe^ se^xj&s^ 
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himself to suffer and die for us ; and by 
the instituting of so lively a remembrance 
of what he has done for us, we are pointed 
to " the Lamb of God who taketh away the 
sin of the worlds (John i. 29.) 

The Lord's supper is an ordinance to 
which all his faithful followers are invit,ed 
to come; but as St. Paul says, " Let a man 
examine himself and so let him eat of that 
bready and drink of that cup'' (1 Corin- 
thians xi. 28.) This is a great privilege, 
but a fearful sin if abused. May we always 
partake of it under the influence of God s 
grace, and derive great comfort thereby to 
our immortal souls. 
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CHRIST IN THE GARDEN. 

'« Father of all ! eternal God ! 
I bear for man thy chast'ning rod ! " 
So Christ endur'd the mortal strife. 
That man might gain eternal life. 

OUR blessed Saviour having finished 
his last supper with his disciples, they 
sung a hymn and went out into the Mount 
of Olives ; by the way he told them they 
would be offended because of him that 
night, that is, they should all be afraid at. 
what would occur, and then desert him; 
but they all said, it would not be so, espe- 
cially Peter, whose self-confidence was so 
great, that he declared he would sooner die 
than deny his Master. " Then cometh 
Jesm with them into a place called Geth'- 
semane, and saith unto his disciples^ Sit ye 
here while I go and pray yonder ; and he 
took with him Peter, and the t-^io ^ou% vi^ 
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'ZebedeCj and began to be sorrowful and very 
heavy. Then saith he unto them^ My soul 
is exceeding sorrowful^ even unto death : 
tarry ye here^ and watch with me ; and he 
went a little farther ^ and fell on his face 
and prayed, saying , O my Father ^ if it be 
possible^ let this cup pass from me : never- 
thelesSy not as I willy but as thou wilt : and 
he cometh unto the disciples^ andfindeth them 
asleep^ and saith unto Peter j What, could 
ye not watch with me one hour ? watch and 
pray^ that ye enter not into temptation; and 
he went away and prayed in the same man-- 
ner the second and third time'' (Matthew 
XX vi. and Mark xiv.) 

St. Luke says in the 22d chapter, that 

Christ being in an agony ^ prayed more ear^ 

nestly ; and his sweat was as it were great 

drops of blood falling down to the ground. 

Here we behold the blessed ^^^OT\at ^u- 
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tering upon his great work of suflfering; his 
humanity seems to have been almost over- 
whelmed, nor could he have sustained what 
he did, had he not been God as well as man. 
He was in an agony, because of the dread- 
ful conflict he had vrith the powers of dark- 
ness, and because of the amazing load of 
iniquities which he had to bear, for " God 
laid on him the iniquities of us alir (Isaiah 
liii. 6.) Three times he repeated the mourn- 
ful cry to his Almighty Father, and thrice 
submitted himself to his will ; but we are 
not for a moment to suppose he was un- 
willing to go through his great work ; no: 
for he came into the world on purpose, and 
so great was his love to his church, that he 
would not go back from his great under- 
taking; and whatever his human nature 
felt, he would and did accede to all his 
Fathers good pleasuie. 
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May we learn from our blessed Saviour's 
conduct to submit our will to the will of 
God ; and may we attend at all times to his 
admonition, lo " watch and pray^ that we 
enter not into temptation.^' What can we 
render to our great Redeemer for what he 
has done for us % Not the highest archangel 
in heaven could have sustained what he 
endured ; and without some one had gone 
through his suflferings, we must have pe- 
rished for ever. May we know and feel our 
debt of gratitude and love, and be at all 
times concerned to live to his glory who 
suffered so much for our salvation. 
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PETER DENIES CHRIST. 

Peter, of faith so lately bold, 
Denies his Master, as foretold ; 
Denies him thrice, -the code now crows. 
And memory brings appalling woes. 

IN the garden of Gethsemane, where 
Christ suffered his bitter agony, Judas did 
not go ; but he went to the chief priests, 
and having obtained a band of men with 
staves and swords, they came into the gar- 
den soon after Christ had uttered his prayer 
to his |ieavenly Father ; and Judas having 
informed them that wliomsoever he should 
kiss, the same was He, and that they should 
hold him fast, he came to Jesus, and said, 
^^Haily Mastery and kissed him.'' What 
perfidy, to kiss only to betray ! Alas, how 
many there are in our days who imitate 
Judas ! they speak well of Christ, and pro- 
fess themselves his fneTid^\ W\. ^'^''*ic^^ 
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in the practice of sin, and thus they wound 
the Saviour in the house of his friends ; 
(Zechariah xiii. 6.) the condition of such 
is unspeakably awful: Lord preserve us 
from such ungrateful conduct. 

The men whom Judas had brought vnth 
him took Jesus and led him away, while 
all the disciples forsook him and fled. Peter 
had said he would sooner die than desert 
his master ; (Matthew xxvi. 35.) but Christ 
knew that his promise was founded in self- 
confidence, therefore he assured him that 
on that very night, before the cock crowed, 
he would deny him thrice. They that had 
seized Jesus led him away to the high priest; 
but Peter followed him afar off. But how 
little this accorded with his bold language 
before ! and when he got into the palace of 
the high priest he did not go to the court 
^md appear for his Mastet ; but he went 
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and sat with the servants, where he was 
recognised as one of the followers of Jesus 
of Nazareth ; but he denied it, even three 
times, accompanying the last lie with oaths 
and cursing ; immediately upon which he 
heard the cock crow, and he went out add 
wept bitterly. And well he might, for never 
was self-confidence more debased, never did 
a bold follower of Christ sink lower than 
Peter did at that moment. 

But all scripture is written for our learn- 
ing ' God grant us grace never to make 
any resolutions in our own strength ; but 
may we ever be crying, " Lord hold us ttp^ 
and we shall be safe ! " (Psalm cxix. 117.) 
But did Peter fall to rise no more? No: 
Christ had warned hiin of his danger in 
those sweet words, " Simony Simon, Satan 
hath desired to have you, that he may sift 
you as wheat ; but I have pra\jtd Jot vVv^^^ 
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that thy faith fail not'' (Luke xxii. 32.) 
And in the same chapter we read, that after 
he had fallen, Christ turned and looked 
upon him, which melted his heart. 

Thus> though he fell he rose again> and 
lived a monument of distinguished mercy 
and grace. Not so with Judas, for he 
brought back the thirty pieces of silver to 
the priests, owned he had betrayed innocent 
blood, and went and hanged himself. 

Here we behold the distinguishing grace 
of God which saved Peter ; and we also 
behold the righteous judgment of the Al- 
mighty, in leaving Judas to die in his sins. 
If we fall, we may hope, by repentance, to 
rise again in God's favour ; but God forbid 
that we should be presumptuous sinners, 
lest we fall to rise no more for ever. 
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THE CRUeiFIXION OF CHRIST. 

, . . ISa^ rais'd; behold upon th' unhappy tree,, 
Smner ! behold the Lord that di^for thedl 
I : . Apd see, below, the r\ilers him deride I; ; • 
Behold, above, the sun his glories hide.. 

; AFTER, our blessed Sayiour was be- 
trayed by Judas^ the meii that came with 
the traitor laid their hands on Jesu^ and 
led him away to Gaiaphas, the high priest;, 
and. before, the chi^ and .eldei^,..now: asr 
sembled in council, they sought, by false 
witnesses, to prove him d^erving of death- 
but they found no cause; and when false 
witnesses rose up against him, .he held hi^ 
peace. IBut when the high priest desired 
to know whether he was ''.tht Christ, the 
Son of' the Blessed, Jesm said, I am: arul 
that hereafter he should see the Son of 
mail sitting on the right harid of power, 
and coming in the clouds of heaiotur v^^- 
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thew XXTU 64.) The high priest then 
charged him with blasphemy, and all pre- 
sent declared him worthy of death ; and 
they spit in his face, buffeted him, and 
smote him with the palms of their hands. 
As the Romans had taken from the Jews 
the power of putting any man to death, 
they could not carry the sentence passed 
on Christ into execution; therefore, the 
next morning, they bound him, and con- 
veyed him to Pontius Pilate, the governor 
in order to have him put to death. 

Being placed at Pilate's bar, the go- 
vernor asked him if he was the king of 
the Jews, when Jesus owned he was, 
though not a temporal king, as the ques- 
tion meant to imply. To all the accusa- 
tions brought against him, he answered 
nothing, and Pilate was willing to let him 
go, for be found no fault in him, but the 
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Jews insisted upon his being crucified; 
then Pilate took water and washed his 
hands before the multitude, sajdng, " / 
am innocent of the blood of this just man ;" 
when the people cried, " His blood be 
upon us and upon our children ! " 

After this Jesus was scourged, a most 
cruel and ignominious punishment among 
the Romans, and herein was scripture ful- 
filled. " By his stripes we are healed."" 
(Isaiah liii. 5.) " / gave my back to the 
smiters'' (Isaiah 1. 6.) After they had 
cruelly scourged the blessed Redeemer, 
they arrayed him in a scarlet robe, put a 
crown of thorns on his head, and a reed 
for a sceptre in his hand, then bowed the 
knee, and tauntingly cried, '' Hail, king 
of the JewsT then they spit upon him, 
and took the reed and smote him on the 
head, by which they dtON^ ^^ "^^w^Si ^ 
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his crown into his temples, thereby causing 
the most exquisite sufferings that could be 
endured. And after they had mocked hiro, 
they put his own raiment on him again^ 
and led him forth, bearing his heavy cross 
upon his feeble and sore-smitten body, to 
be crucified. 

Was ever cruelty carried to such an ex* 
tent, and this towards a perfectly holy and 
innocent person? But herein the scrip- 
tures were to have their accomplishmentt 
When they arrived at Calvary, they cruci- 
fied Jesus : this dreadful punishment con- 
sisted in nailing his hands and feet to a 
cross, and then rearing it up, upon which 
the blessed Jesus hung till he expired. 
This ignominious, cruel, and painful death, 
our merciful Redeemer submitted to in our 
stead. Was ever love or sorrow equal to 
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THE TfllEF ON THE CROSS. 

The cpntrite thief on Christ relies, 
** This aay thou shalt in Paradise 
Be vwith me," the Redeemer said. 
Who can forgive and raise the dead. 

DURING the awful period that Jesus 
hung on the cross, he endured more bitter 
pangs in his body than ever were borne, 
and also infinite sorrow in his soul, from 
the justice and wrath of his heavenly 
Father, who was now laying on his beloved 
Son ''the iniquity of us all /" (Isaiah liii. 6.) 
and so great were his sufferings, and so 
deep the sorrow that overwhelmed him, • 
that he exclaimed, ''My God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me ?"" (Matthew xxvii. 
Mark xv. Luke xxiii. and John xix.) 

To give a just idea of what Christ suf- 
fered on the cross, would exceed all human 
ability ; but when we consider tlval \sa. 
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BO touched the heart of one of the malefac- 
tors who hung by his side, that though he 
had reviled him at the first, his heart was 
now melted, and his faith so excited, that he 
exclaimed, "Lord, remember me, when thou 
comest into thy kingdom ; ^' and Jesus said, 
"Verily I say unto thee. To-day shalt thou 
be with me in Paradise'' (Luke xxiii. 
42, 43.) Here was infinite power and love 

manifested ! 

May we have the faith of this dying 

thief ; may we come to Christ ; and now 

he is in Paradise, O may he remember us ! 

While we remain in this world, may he 

bless us and lead us by his grace ; and at 

length admit us to his heayenly paradise 

above, to dwell with him for ever. 
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THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST. 

Hosannahs to the Son of God, 
Who death beneath his feet he trod ! 
Risen from the tomb, he spurns the sway 
Of him whom mortals else obey 1 

AT that awful hour when Jesus " gave 
up the ghosr on the cross, the sun was 
darkened ; the vail of the temple was rent> 
which separated between the Ao/y and nmt 
hoh/j^hce; and by its being rent now, ii 
showed that the partition-wall between 
Jews and Gentiles was broken down, the 
ceremonial law was laid aside, and all 
made one in Christ Jesus. The rocks were 
rent, the graves opened, and many bodies 
of the saints which slept arose; which 
wonderful events excited terror in the 
minds of the spectators, and they ex- 
claimed, " Truljf this teas the Son of God.'' 

We are also to remark the mwaxiftx >». 
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which Christ died; having prayed to his 
heavenly Father to forgive his thoughtless, 
wicked murderers, and then given a proof 
of his great power in saving the dying 
thief, he exclaimed, " Father, into thy 
hands I commend my spirit '' *(Luke xxiii. 
46.) Here we learn what to do with our 
precious soul when our feeble frame is 
sinking into death : we are to commit it to 
God, who will take care of the souls of all 
the real disciples of Jesus. As the day 
after Christ was crucified was the Jewish 
sabbath, they besought that the legs of the 
malefactors might be broken to hasten their 
death, that they might be removed before 
the sabbath arrived; this was ordered to 
be done ; but .when they saw that Jesus 
was dead already, they brake not his legs, 
but one of the soldiers pierced his side, and 
fbrthmth there cam^ o\A \AoQd and water. 



363 

(John xix. 31, &c.) Blood to atone for 
the sins of mankind, and water to cleanse 
polluted souls. 

Now was '' the fountain opened for sm 
and uncleanness, " (Zeehariah xiii. 1 .) and 
henceforward they were " to look on him 
whom they had pierced, and to mourn."* 
(verse 10.) After Christ had expired, a 
disciple of his, named Joseph, who was a 
rich man, besought of Pilate that the body 
of Jesus might be given him, which was 
granted ; and he took it down, and wrapped 
it in clean linen, and laid it in his own 
new tomb, hewn out of a rock ; and he 
rolled a great stone to the door of the 
sepulchre. 

Here we behold the Lord of all making 
his grave with the rich in his death, (Isaiah 
liii. 9 .) and the Jews did all they could to 
keep him in the tomb b^ ^e^\\\v^\X>kft. '^\ss«ifc> 
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and setting a watch to prevent his body 
being stolen ; but this only turned to their 
own confusion, and made the resurrection 
the more unquestionable ; for early on the 
jfirst day of the week, now called the Sab- 
bath, or Lord's day, there was a great 
earthquake, and an angel descended from 
heaven, and rolled back the stone of the 
tomb, from whence the blessed Saviour 
arose. *' He was delivered for our offences, 
and raised again for our justification.'* 
(Romans iv. 25.) Now the work of re- 
demption was complete; Divine justice 
was satisfied; the wrath of God was ap- 
peased; Satan was crushed, and reconciU^ 
tion was effected between God and man; 
for which, eternal praise and thanks be 
ascribed to the blessed Saviour of man- 
kind. 
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THE UNBELIEF OF THOMAS. 

His feet, his hands, and wound in side 
Thomas saw, ^*My Lord, ray God 1" he cried. 
*• Truth thou dost now," said Christ, *• receWe; 
Blest they who see not, yet believe." 

OUR blessed Saviour, after he arose from; 
the tomb/ was pleased to give inany proqfe 
of this wonderful event, and such as must 
for ever ar^move all doubt from the mind as. 
to the reality of his resurrection. Early on 
the miming of the first day of the week,, 
several good women came to the sepulchre, 
vnth spices to anoint the body of Jestis;; 
but when thejr arrived the stone was rolled, 
away, and an angel was standing there,, 
who informed them that Jesus was risen. 
As they departed to tell what they had; 
seen, Jesus himself met them by the way, 
and made himself known to them, and they- 
worshipped him. 
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Peter and John went into the sepulchre 
and saw the burial clothes, but he who was 
wrapped in them was gone. Mary Mag- 
dalene had also a sublime evidence that 
Christ was risen; for while weeping at the 
tomb, because they had taken away her be- 
loved Lord, he appeared to her, and asked 
her why she wept? She, supposing him 
to be the gardener, entreated him to tell 
her where the body had been taken ; upon 
which Jesus said, ''Mary!'' she imme- 
diately recollected the well-known voice, 
and replied, '^ Master ! " Never was a 
sweeter sound heard by her ; and it is an 
encouragement to us to seek Christ; and 
we shall in his own time find him, if we 
seek him with all our hearts, for he is not 
unmindful of his people's prayers and en- 
treaties. 
Jesixs told Mary to go \.o \i\& Vx^threiL 
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and say unto them, " I ascend unto my 
Father, and to your Father ; and to my 
God, and your God^ What a joy fill mes- 
sage was this to convey to the distressed 
disciplefe ; how condescending of Christ to 
call them brethren; and how delightfiiL' 
both to them and to all believers, to know 
that the Father of their Saviour and Re- 
deemer is also their God and their Father'^ 
Mary carried the. message to the dis- 
ciples ; and the same day, at evening, when 
they were assembled, and the doors shut 
for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood 
in the midst, and said, ''Peace he unto 
you : " then he showed them his hands and 
his feet, and the disciples were glad when 
they saw the Lord. It is good for the 
Lord^s people to assemble together on the 
sabbath day, for it was that day when Jesus 
revealed himself to tiieav. "^^^ ^^ \ss^^ 
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his service, his people, and his day, and 
then we may hope he will speak peace to 
our souls. But Thomas was not there 
when this gracious visit was granted ; and 
when the disciples informed him, he said 
he would not believe unless he should see 
the prints of the nails in the Lord's hands, 
and put his fingers into them, and thrust 
his hand into the wound in his side. 

After a few days Christ again appeared 
unto them, and Thomas was present, when 
he told him to put his finger and his hand 
into the wounds, and be not faithless, but 
believing : when Thomas exclaimed, '' My 
Lord and My GodT May we have like 
faith to acknowledge and believe Jesus 
Christ to be our Lord and our God. 
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JOURNEY OP THE TWO DISCIPLES; 

Christ on thojir. way unknot appears, 
Their faiih renews, their converse cheers, 
Breaks a| the inn their sacred. bread, 
And proves his ransom from the dead. 

. THE following Very- interesting event 
look place on the day that Jesus rose from 
the dead:-r— : •. • 

. ^^ And: lieJiold, two of them went that 
same day to a village called lEmmaus; 
which was from Jerusalem about three- 
score furlongs ; and they talked together 
of all these things which had happen^l 
And it came to pass, that while they coM- 
muned. together and reasoned^ Jestis him- 
self drew near, and went with them; but 
their eyes were holden, and they knew him 
notr (Luke xxiv. 13, &c.) 

It seems probable that the two disciples 
who were going to Emm^vx^^V'^^ ^^^^s?^ 

BB 
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the cause of Christ as a bad one, and had 
separated themselves from the other dis- 
ciples, and were returning to their homes. 
But whatever inclined them to take this 
journey, it seems they were conversing by 
the way of all that had happened at Jeru- 
salem : and while so engaged, the blessed 
Saviour joined their company, and re- 
quested to be informed, what manner of 
communications they had with one another 
as they walked, and why they were sad ? 
Which questions surprised them, (ox they 
wondered how any one could be a stranger 
to what had happened at Jerusalem ; and 
when Jesus asked to know to what they 
alluded, Cleophas related all that had 
been done to their Master; that the chief 
priests had delivered him to be crucified ; 
that they trusted it was he who should 
have redeemed 1st^^\', ^\\^ vW. cftttain 
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women had brought them intelligence that 
he was risen from tlie dead* 

Aft^r hearing their tale, he said, " O' 
fook, and slow of heart to believe all that 
the prdpkets have spoken/ Ought not 
Christ to have suffered these things, cmd tO' 
enter into his glory P'' And he expounded 
unto them in all the scriptures the things 
relating to himself; aiid when they came 
nigh to: the village, he made as though; he 
would have gone further; but they con- 
strained him, and he abode with them ; 
and while sitting at meat with them, he 
took bread and blessed it, and brake, and 
gave to them ; and their eyes were opened, 
and they knew him, and he vanished out 
of their sight; and they said, " Did not 
our hearts burn within us while he talked 
with us hy the way, and while he opened 
to us the scriptures ?" 
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It is good for believers to talk of divine 
subjects, especially of the blessed Saviour, 
for while so engaged, he may vouchsafe 
them his presence and blessing. There 
are times when the Lord's people cannot 
exercise that faith in Christ they ought to 
do, or would wish to do; their eyes are 
holden, they cannot see him : but ere long 
he reveals himself to them. It is in the 
scriptures they see him most, and while 
viewing him there, their hearts often burn 
within them. 0, may we be walking in 
the right way, with the word of God for 
our guide ; then will the blessed Jesus be 
our companion and our friend. 
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CHRIST'S APPEAL TO PETER, 

The love of Cephas^ and his patience tried ; 
And thrice He sounds him, who had thrice denied; 
Then bids him feed his lambs witb tender care. 
Nor fear, for his charge, his Master's fate to share. 

IT pleased the blessed Jesus to show 
" himself again to the disciples at the sea 
of Tiberias r (John xxi. 1.) It appears 
that seven of the disciples agreed to go 
a-fishing; and. while so employed Jesus 
stood on the shore, but they knew not who 
it .was. They had been engaged in 
their occupation many hours, but had 
taken no tish, and when the morning was 
come Jesus stood on the shore, but they 
knew him not; therefore when. he said 
unto them, " Children, have ye any meat?'' 
they were obliged to answer^ "No.'' 

The employment of the immediate disr 
ciples of Christ was n^in W\s^^\ '^'^ 
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laboured for their daily bread, therefore 
their being so well instructed in the things 
of God, and made so useful in the cause of 
Christ, must all be attributed to the wis- 
dom which was given them from above; 
it also shows that God chooses the fool- 

. ish things of this world, that he may 
thus pour contempt upon earthly pride and 
greatness. 

When Jesus heard that they had no 
meat, he told them to cast the net on the 
right side of the ship, and they should 
find ; which they did, and the net was so 
loaded with fishes, that they were not able 
to draw it : when John saw this, he said 
to Peter, ''It is the LordT He was 
convinced by the miracle, that it was 
Christ who spake to them; an instance of 
whose power they now saw manifested. 

When Peter heard that \\. ^^a ^^ \a\4^ 
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he cast himself into the sea> that he might 
swim to his Master ; so zealous^ so ardent 
was Peters love. He possessed a large 
share of courage ; and when under the in- 
fluence of self-confidence, had heen hurried 
by it into presumption; but now he no' 
longer trusted in himself, and longed t6 be 
the first with that Saviour who had prayed 
for his preservation from apostacy, who 
had melted his heart by a look, and con- 
descended to meet with him more than 
once since his resurrection. 

When the disciples brought their little 
ship to land, they saw a fire kindled^ with 
fish laid thereon, and bread; and Jesus 
desired them to come and dine. Afk^r 
dinner, he saith to Simon Peter, " Simon, 
son of Jonas, lovest thou me?'' to which 
he replied, "' Yea, Lari, thou knowest tJuit 
Hove thee;'' then s^id J^^>a&^ ** T^^^ tk^ 
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lambs ; " again he asked the question, and 
received the same reply ; then said Jesus, 
" Feed my sheep ; " the third time Jesus 
asked him the same; when Peter was 
grieved because he asked him the third 
time; and he said unto him, ** Lord, thou 
knowest all things, thou knowest that I 
love thee'' 

Do we love Christ? alas! how little do 
we love him, compared with his com- 
passionating love to us! But do we de- 
sire to love him? if we do, may we not 
hope it is the work of his Holy Spirit 
operating in our hearts? for being by 
nature born in sin, we are hereby made 
the children of grace. 
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THE ASCENSION OF CHRIST. 

To well known Bethany the Saviour goes. 
And led the little faithful flock he chose ; 
With lifted hands here blesses first his friends. 
And then to Heaven, from whence he came, ascends* 

OUR blessed Saviour having appointed 
his disciples to meet him in Galilee, hither 
they went, and there it was he gave them 
their commission, to ^^go and teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost ;" and annexed a promise thereto, 
'''and lo, I am with you always, even unto 
the end of the world'' (Matthew xxviii. 
16, &c.) 

In St. Mark xvi. 15, &c. the commis- 
sion is thus given, " Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the gospel to every crea-^ 
tare: he that believeth and is baptized, 
shall be saved ; but ht that ^^dkxieXVx. tvssX 
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shcdl he damned'' Here we are informed 
what a faithful minister s duty is — ^he is to 
preach the gospel; we see how extensive 
the command is — he is to preach it to 
every creature; and God has promised to 
be with him always. Who besides ever 
went forth on such an important errand? 
and who else was ever so sure of support 
and success ? 

This is the Christian minister's duty and 
encouragement ; but does not this language 
speak to us all % surely it does. ''He that 
helieveth shall he saved^ Do we believe ? 
How important the question, and the con- 
sequences connected with the answer we 
are enabled, through grace, to make ! for if 
we do, we shall be saved ; if we do not, we 
shall be damned ; for the mouth of the 
Lord hath spoken it. May we all cry from 
the heart, "Lord, we "beliewe ; Twd*} tfiou 



37^ 

our unbelief/' ''And Jesus led them out 
as far as Bethany, and lifted up his hands 
and blessed them ; and it came to pass 
while he blessed them, he was parted from 
them, and carried up into heaven.'' (Luke 
xxiv. 50, 51, and Acts i. 9.) Hefe we see 
the manner in which Jesus Christ took 
leave of his disciples ; it was while he was 
blessing them that he was removed from 
them ; he loved them to the end, and his 
last act was that of kindness ; whom he 
blessed, were blessed indeed, and so shall 
all those be who enjoy that privilege : may 
Jesus bless us, and we shall be happy here, 
and to all eternity. 

In St. John xiv. we read the heart- 
cheering language with which Christ com- 
forted his disciples when sorrow had filled 
their hearts, in the prospect of his being 
taken away ; and amoii^ a \bm^Ax^^ ^ 
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pleasing things he said, "/w my Fathers 
house are many mansions, if it were not so, 
I would have told you ; I go to prepare a 
place for you : and if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come again and receive 
you unto myself, that where lam, there ye 
may he also^ Now therefore they might 
remember these sweet words, and it ap- 
pears they were happy in separation ; for 
St. Luke says, " they returned to Jerusalem 
with great joy. If we know that Christ 
has prepared mansions in heaven for us ; 
and if we know that '' he ever liveth to 
make intercession for us,'' (Heb. vii. 25.) 
we also may go on our way rejoicing. 
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THE DAY OF PENTECOST. 

The Holy Ghost to earth descends, 
And to the sacred teachers lends 
Tongues of all nations, to inspire 
Andlight each mind with holy fire. 

IN the second chapter of the Acts of the 
Apostles, we have an account of the des- 
cent of the Holy Ghost upon the Apostles, 
called the day of Pentecost. " And when 
he day of Pentecost was fully come, they 
were all with one accord in one place ; and 
suddenly there came a sound from heaven, 
as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filed 
all the house where they were sitting ; and 
there appeared unto them cloven tongues, 
like as of fire, and, it sat upon each of them : 
and they were all filled with the Holy 
Ghost, and began to speak with other 
tongues f as the Spirit gave them utterance'' 
In these words we \iaN^ ^xl ^^^.^xsc^. ^ 
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the pouring out of the Holy Ghost upon 
Christ's disciples, and it was according to 
his promise before he was taken into 
heaven. (See Luke xxiv. 49, and Acts i. 
8.) By the gift of the Holy Spirit, Christ 
promised to qualify his servants to spread 
the knowledge of his salvation far and 
mde; and this inestimable blessing was 
poured out at a time when Jerusalem was 
thronged with men from all parts, who had 
come to that city to keep the feast of Pen- 
tecost, which was celebrated to commemo- 
rate the giving of the law on Mount Sinai. 
The Holy Ghost was now given in a 
visible manner; there was a resemblance 
of cloven, or divided tongues of fire; in 
this form the Spirit rested on them, and 
the appearance was very significant of the 
effect, for they were now enabled to speak 
m divers languages. ^\\svi "^^ NkAJeaj^^ 
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of this wonderfiil appeai^^nce was noised 
through Jerusalem, the multitude came 
together to hear, and they were astonished 
to hear the disciples speaking in so many 
different tongues, the wonderful works of 
God. 

It was an instance of Divine wisdom 
that this event took place when so many 
strangers were there, for they could not but 
know that it was the immediate work of 
God, and by hearing the apostles speak in 
their different tongues, of Christ and his 
salvation, they would be enabled to carry 
home the good news into their different 
countries; and if they failed so to do, it 
would leave them without excuse, for they 
had heard the word and refused it. Some 
who saw and heard the apostles, said they 
were drunken ; but Peter boldly declared, 
that upon them was fulfilled \\v^ y^^">^^^ 
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of God, as recorded in Joel ; and he the 
preached to them a plain, but solemn sej 
mon, to which God gave testimony, ar 
three thousand were converted by it to tl 
saving knowledge of Christ. 

This was a glorious d^-y ; it was truly 
time of great things ; these were the blessc 
first fruits of an abundant harvest, well ca 
culated to encourage the apostles in the: 
Divine work ; and this was at Jerusaler 
the very place where Christ was crucifiec 
and perhaps many were converted thi 
assisted in the horrid deed. " the rich 
of the wisdom and goodness of God J 
Truly is it said, that " his ways are n 
our ways, nor his thoughts like at 
thoughts/' 
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PETER & JOHN HEAL A CRIPPLE. 

*' Rise up and walk, in Jesns* name ! " 

He doth, — is healed, — awhile crowds proclaim 

The ffracious miracle abroad. 

And land the mighty power of God ! • 

THE apostles of Jesus Christ having 
received the gift of the Holy Ghost, which 
fully qualified them to preach the gospel, 
and empowered them to* perform miracles ; 
in the third chapter of the Acts we read : — ; 

'• Now Peter and John went up together, 
into the temple at the hour ofprayer, being 
the ninth hour. And a certain man, lame 
from his mother's womb, was carried, whom 
they laid daily at the gate of the temple - 
which is called Beautiful, to ask alms of 
them that entered into the temple; who, 
seeing Peter and John about to go into the 
temple, asked an alms. And Peter fasteri- 
ing his eyes upon Aim, uitb. JoKt\.» ^oi^^ 
c c 
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Look on us ; and he gave heed unto them, 
expecting to receive something of them. 
Then Peter said. Silver and gold Itave I 
none ; hut such as I have give I thee : in 
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise 
up and walk: and he took him by the right 
hand and lifted him up ; and immediately 
his feet and ancle bones received strength ; 
and he leaping up, stood, and walked, and 
entered with them into the temple, walking, 
and leaping, and praising Godr 

Thus it appears that the apostles did 
not indulge themselves in an inactive life, 
but went to their employment, which was 
to be witnesses for Christ, and to imitate 
him in doing good. At the hour of prayer 
they went up to the temple. Thus it be- 
comes all who live in the fear and love of 
the Lord^ to be very regular in attending 
the public services o^ Vvv& Vtfivi^^% Cot it is 
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his command, and his sincere followers 
will delight in it, and ^^find it good to he 
there!" At the gate of the temple the 
apostles saw a pitiable object, who im- 
plored relief from them: the poor man 
having been lame from his birth, and un- 
able to work, was obliged to live upon 
charity*. Peter and John gave thfe poor 
cripple reason to hope for some assistance 
from them ; but how great must have been 
his surprise, when, instead of gold or sil- 
ver, they bestowed upon him, in the name 
of Christ, the use of his limbs ! His feel- 
ings of joy on the occasion are gratefully 
expressed : " He entered with them into 
the temple, walking, and leaping, and 
praising God!' 

Observe, it was in the name of Jesus he 
was healed ; and it is through that name 
alone that the maladies ol o>xt ^^>S^% ^•^5ss>:5?^ 
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healed; the apostles used this name for 
the accomplishment of an outward cure; 
and it is this name only that ministers 
proclaim when they bid sinners arise from 
a death of sin to a life of righteousness. 

The people greatly wondered to see this 
miracle, and thronged around Peter and 
John, when Peter improved the event by 
telling them, it was through faith in that 
blessed Saviour whom they had lately cru- 
cified, that the miracle was wrought ; and 
while he charged them with the com- 
mission of that crime, he invited them to 
repent and turn to the Lord, that their sins 
might be blotted out. And if we would 
ha:ve our sins forgiven, we must turn to 
Christ, ''for there is none other name 
under heaven given among men, whereby 
we must be saved."" (Acts iv. 12.) 
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ANANIAS AND SAPPHIRA. 

Think'st thou Omniscience to evade ? 
Learn then, by avarice bet raj *d 
To impious guile, that heaven's just wrath 
The perjured dooms to sudden death ! 

WE have a Striking picture of the Chris- 
tian church in the earliest age. The Jews 
were offended with Peter's preaching and 
performing miracles, although thousands 
of the people ivere conyierted that heard 
the word, and they commanded him and 
John to preach no more; whereupon the 
people had recourse to prayer; "And 
when they prayed, the place was shaken 
where they were assembled together, and 
they were filled with the Holy Ghost ; and 
they spake the word of God with boldness. 
And the multitude of them that believed 
were of one heart and of one soul ; neither 
said any of them, that aught of the things 
which he possessed were fiis ou)u,\>ul \\v.«a 
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had all things common ; for as many as 
were possessors of lands or houses, sold 
them, and brought the prices of the things 
that were sold ; and distribution was made 
unto every man according as he had needf 
(Acts iv. 31, &C,) 

This was a pleasing sight — so much 
love and unity, without the least appear- 
ance of discord : truly as David said, "// is 
a good and pleasant thing for brethren to 
dwell together in unity !'' (Psalm cxxxiii. 
1.) They were all blessed with such a 
large portion of grace in their hearts, that 
they set no further value upon their 
earthly possessions, than as they were of 
use to meet the wants of their fellow-be- 
lievers, and benefit the cause of Christ; 
thus they showed that they knew how to 
use their earthly comforts to the glory of 
Him from whom they deuN^^x^iKccL^lU 
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Such a line of conduct Christians are 
not called to pursue now ; but surely they 
should take care to relieve, as much as 
possible, the wants of their poor brethren, 
and cheerfully part with all they pru- 
dently can spare, to help the church and 
cause of their Divine Master. 

But while so much zeal abounded among 
these first professors of Christianity, we 
find there were at the same time hypo- 
crites in the church. Ananias and Sap- 
phira, in order that they might be thought 
full of love and zeal for the Lord and his 
people, sold a possession, and brought only 
a part of the money, and laid it at the 
apostles' feet, professing it to be the whole 
for which their possession was sold. The 
money was brought by Ananias, who could 
not deceive Peter ; and when he charged 
him with having lied \jo \Jcv^ ^^ ^S^^^i^^ 
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he. immediately dropped down dead; not 
long after his wife, Sapphira, coming into 
the place where this solemn act had taken 
place, Peter asked her what the land sold 
for, when she told the same lie as her hus- 
band, and shared the same awfal fate, for 
she also fell down dead. 

O, how awful a sin is lying! Nothing 
makes a person more like the devil, ^^ for 
he is the father of liesj' (John viij. 44.) it 
is a crime which God hates, and has pro- 
mised to punish with eternal torments. 
{Revelation xxi. 8.) Beware then of tell- 
ing an untruth : you see in this story, how 
awful the effect has been, even in this 
life ; whatever you may suflfer for speaking 
the truth, yet always adhere to it : you 
may ofifend man, but you cannot offend 
God by it; therefore let truth be your 
guide in every circumat^cace q^ ^omc life. 
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SAINT STEPHEN STONED. 

They drag him through the gates without the walls. 
And stone him ; on the Lord of life he calls, 
Prays for his murderers; his faith exprest, . . 
Then down he calmly lay, and slept in endless rest. 

■ -■ ■ • • , , -t 

WHEN the church of Christ ivas 
greatly multiplied and increased, there 
arose some disputes among its members as 
. to the distribution of the public charity : 
but this disagreement was soon settled by 
appointing proper officers to attend to 
money-matters, while the apostles si ill pur- 
sued the most important work of preaching 
the gospel. They chose seven men, pro- 
perly qualified, to attend to this business ; 
and among them was Stephen, *'a man 
full of faith and of the Holy Ghost.'' {Acts 
vi. 5.) 

What a striking description is this of a 
good man! He was likely tobea.ble.^^\sj^<^ 
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m the sphere in which he was called 
to act : happy are they who are blessed as 
he was! While Stephen was faithful in 
the discharge of the duty allotted him, we 
also find that he was zealous in the cause 
of Christianity, which procured him many 
enemies among those who hated and op- 
posed the spread of the gospel ; but they 
were unable to resist the wisdom and spirit 
by which he spake. When they found 
themselves defeated by his argument, they 
stirred up the people, and scribes, and 
elders against him, and laying hold of 
him, hurried him before the council upon 
the charge of blasphemy. Such is the rage 
of persecutors ; they care not what they 
do, or what lies they tell, to procure the 
death of the saints ; and all because they 
are faithful to God, and reprove them for 
sin. But doeB tlcA. \)cv^ ^\sv\^cA?j kuow 
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these things? Yes: be assured he does; 
and woe be to them who persecute his 
people. 

While Stephen stood before the council, 
his face shone like that of an angeh and 
all present beheld it; by which God put 
honour upon him ; and if the council had 
not been infatuated, they must have been 
sensible that he could not be a blasphemer, 
on whose coimtenance so much heavenlv 
glory shone. When the high-priest ques- 
tioned him as to the truth of the charges 
alleged against him, he entered on a long 
defence, in which he related the dealings 
of God with the Jews for many ages past; 
and pursued his narrative till he came to 
the time just gone by, in which Jesus had 
been crucified ; and for which he boldly 
charged his persecutors in so pointed a 
manner, that they N^ovAdL\i^Vsvs!^^^i:^<^«^ 
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to the heart-searching truths. But he 
looked stedfaatly into heaven, and saw the 
glory of God, and the Son of man standing 
on the right hand of God. Then they cried 
out with a loud voice, and stopped their ears, 
and ran upon him iviih one accord. And 
they cast him out of the city, and stoned 
him : and Stephen called upon God, saying. 
Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. And he 
kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice. 
Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. An 
when he had said this, he fell asleep. (Acts 
viii. 55, &c.) 
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PHILIP AND THE EUNUCH. 

Thus taught each sacred truth to feel. 
Is thence inspired with holy zeal; 
In Christ the Son of God believes 
And the baptismal rite receives. 

THE enemies of the gospel having 
craelly stoned Stephen, a great persecution 
arose, by which the disciples were disper- 
sed, ''and went every where preaching the 
word/" (Acts viii. 4.) so God turned the 
curse into a blessing, and brought good out 
of evil. ''Philip went down to the city of 
Samaria, and preached Christ unto them,'' 
by which many were converted ; "and there 
was great joy in that city J* What a im- 
speakable blessing is it when the glad 
tidings of the gospel are introduced into 
a place where darkness and sin have long 
reigned ! 

While Philip stayed m S^sMK6a.»^3c^& "w^*- 
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gel of the Lord bid him arise and go toward 
the souths unto the way that goeth down 
from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is desert. 
This order Philip obeyed, and met an 
eunuch of great authority under Candace, 
queen of the Ethiopians, who had been to 
Jerusalem to worship, and was sitting in 
his chariot reading Esaias the prophet, 
which relates to the sufferings of Christ. 
On Philip joining the chariot, he inquired 
of the eunuch if he understood what he was 
reading ? to which he replied, ''How can 
/, except some man should guide me ? and 
he desired Philip to come up and sit -with 
him,'' which he did, and preached unto him 
Jesus. The passage he was reading was 
this : "He was led as a sheep to the slaugh' 
ter ; and like a lamb dumb be/ore his shearers, 
so opened he not his mouth'' Thus we learn 
that the 53d dasn^let olA^^Av x^\a.tfts to 
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Jesus Christ. As they went on their way 
they came to a river or brook of water, 
when the eunuch expressed a wish to be 
baptized. "Jnd Philip said. If thou be- 
Uevest with all thine heart, thou mayesi. 
And he answered and said, I believe that 
Jesus Christ is the Son of God. And he 
commanded the chariot to stand still; and 
they went down both into the water, both 
Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him^ 
Then the Spirit caught away Philip, that 
he saw him no more ; and he went on his 
way rejoicing. (Acts vii. 39.) 

There is something extremely affecting 
in this narrative. How delightful it must 
have been to Philip to behold a man of 
Ethiopia, whose dwelling was so far from 
Jerusalem, returning from worshipping the 
true God at the temple, and reading the 
Old Testament. Hoyi \m^o\\»:^\. ^^^ '^^^^ 
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question, '* Under standest thou what ihou 
reddest ! " and what we should all ask our- 
selves when we read the word of God; 
adding David's pious prayer, ''Open thou 
mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous 
things out of thy law'' (Psalm cxix. 18.) 
It is a great mercy that we have so many 
faithful ministers in the midst of us, who 
preach the gospel of our blessed Lord 
Jesus Christ ; and if we have been enabled 
to believe in him to the saving of our souls, 
we may also go on our way rejoicing ; and 
how sweet is the reflection, that at last we 
shall see those of every tongue, nation, and 
people, who have been saved through 
Christ, and shall join with them in as- 
cribing glory to God and the Lamb for 
ever, throughout the countless ages of 
eternity. 




The beamtf hlnxe .vurpri'xeff thenv aU. 
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To SorU a lone, the iiu'Jonr .*pakc . 
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THE CONVERSION OF SAUL. 

*^ Arise, and to Damascus straight repair; 
What thou must do, shall soon be told thee there.** 
He went, and was baptized ; nor longer blind, 
A heavenly light refresh'd his eyes and mind. 

SAUL of Tarsus, who was afterwards 
called by the Romans Paul, was a cha- 
racter of great importance in the history 
of the New Testament of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. He /Was distinguished for zeal, 
love^ holiness, and usefulness ; but before 
he was. so highly honoured, he was a perr 
secutor apd a blasphemer; and in him 
was truly exemplified the grace and mercy 
of Almighty God. The first time his name 
is noticed is at the stoning of Stephen, 
where the murderers laid down their 
clothes at his feet ; (Actd vii. 58.) and it is 
more than probable he encouraged them 
in their cruel work, for he ^ft.^\^^x^% Vsfc- 



402 

came a dreadful persecutor, see Acts viii. 
3, where it is written, " As for Saul, he 
made havock of the churchy entering into 
every house, and haling men and women, 
committed them to prison'' 

' In this work of persecution he went on. 
for some time; and having obtained au- 
thority from the high-priest to seize ^H 
who were real followers of Christ,he hast- 
ened to Damascus to put his cruel pur- 
pose into execution; but when he came 
near the place, '' breathing out threaten-- 
tngs and slaughter against the disciples of 
the Lord, suddenly there shined round 
about him a light from heaven: and he 
fell on the earth, and heard a voice saying 
unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou 
me? And he said. Who art thou. Lord? 
And the Lord said, I am Jesus, whom 
thou persecutest ; aud Ke, tteml^lmg and 
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astonished said. Lord, what wilt thou have 
me to do ?'' (Acts ix.) 

St. Stephen, when he was maltreated by 
the enemies of the gospel, prayed for his 
murderers ; and Saul assented to his death, 
but was afterwards called by Divine grace. 
When the Lord Jesus Christ was crucified, 
he also prayed for his murderers; and 
many of them were afterwards converted. 
But what cannot the sovereign grace of 
Almighty God effect? truly, ''with God 
all things are possible ! " Who would have 
thought that when Saul set out to bring 
the Christians at Damascus to punishment, 
for following Christ, he would be stopped 
in the way by the Saviour, whose people 
he was persecuting % If the Lord met with 
him at all, we might have expected it 
would have been in righteous judgnient; 
but behold and admiie \Xi'^ \w^ ^ >i^^ 
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blessed Redeemer to this rebellious infidel ! 
He laid him low at his feet ; he changed 
the lion into a lamb ; and from a cruel per- 
secutor, made him one of the most eminent 
preachers of that gospel which he had en- 
deavoured to destroy. 

Who then need despair of the grace of 
God being able to conquer their sins ; and 
what sinner is there in t)ie world whose 
case is beyond the reach of Divine power? 
Hear what this apostle afterwards said, 
'* This is a faithful saying, and worthy of 
all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners, of whom I am 
chief (1 Titnothy i. 15.) Here is en- 
couragement for those who are burdened 
with their sins, and earnestly long to be 
pardoned and saved : Christ says, " Look 
unto me, and he ye saved, all the ends of 
theearihT (\sa\^Jcvi;\N-^^->> 
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THE PHILIPPIAN JAILER. 

The Jailer thought his prisoners all were gone; 
His poniard draws, and would himself have thrown 
Ae^ainst the deadly point— ''Rash man, forhear !" 
Aloud th* apostles cry, "we are all here.** 

THE great Apostle Paul, after his mi- 
raculous conversion, was very active as a 
preacher of the gospel of Christ, and tra- 
velling from place to place to publish the 
glad tidings of salvation. In the 16th 
chapter of Acts, we find him accompanied 
by Silas, (another apostle engaged in this 
good work,) by a special command from 
God, in Philippi, the chief city of Macedo- 
nia; and in this place the Lord gave tefr-^ 
timony to their labours, by calling some ta 
the knowledge of the truth ; and first of 
all, Lydia, whose heart the Lord opened to 
attend to the things spoken by Paul ; and 
as a proof of her smcexvt^ , ^'^. ^'^^ V-w^ 
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tized with her household, and constrained 
the disciples to abide with her. 

After this, Paul cast out an evil spirit 
from a young woman, which gave oflFence 
to her masters, as by the spirit of divination 
she brought them great gain ; they there- 
fore caught Paul and Silas, and brought 
them to the magistrates, with the charge 
that they exceedingly troubled the city: 
whereupon the magistrates rent oflF their 
clothes, and commanded to beat them : 
after this, they cast them into prison, 
charging the jailer to keep them safely, 
who thrust them into the inner prison, and 
made their feet fast in the stocks. 

This was surely an unjust reward for 

the good which they had done at Philippi; 

but so unreasonable are wicked men, that 

they overlook every benefit, when their gain 

of wealth is impeded. Tl\\ow^ v\>l^ ^.^ostles 
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were so hardly and undeservely dealt, with 
by the men of the place, the Lord, whom, 
they served, afforded thera so much of his 
presence, that though in a prison, confined 
in the stocks, and their flesh sore from the 
stripes inflicted upon them, they sang 
praises to God at midnight, to the surprise 
of the other prisoners who heard them; 
when suddenly there was a great earth- 
quake, so that the foundations of the prison 
were shaken, the doors all flew open, and 
every one's bands were loosed : alarmed at 
the noise, the jailer awoke from his sleep, 
and seeing the door open, he drew out his 
sword, and would have killed himself, sup- 
posing the prisoners had fled ; when "Pofil 
cried with a loud voice, saying. Do thyself 
no harm, for we are all here'' Astonished at 
what had occurred, the jailer came tremb- 
ling, and fell down befet^ XfckR. 'sj^^^^Ssr.^, 
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crying, **&>, what must I do to he saved ?^ 
when they said, "Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt he saved, 
and thy house ^ which he did, and imme- 
diately showed kindness to the apostles^ 
and he rejoiced in the salvation of Christ. 

Lydia, whom the Lord, by the operation 
of his Holy Spirit on her heart, converted, 
was baptized and worshipped the Lord in 
spirit and truth. And the Lord was also 
pleased to call the jailer, by exciting dread- 
ful alarms in his soul. Thus, in various 
ways does God bring poor sinners near to 
himself; they both believed on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and were saved. Through 
hit name alone can any be made partakers 
of salvation unto life eternal. 



44>9 



ACTS xxnr. 



205 




If" i'ouiui m love tnih ev'ri/ hane/"iii s-m 



409 
SAINT PAUL BEFORE FELIX. 

Felix, in Herod* s judgment hall. 
Hears the suhlime defence of Paulf 
Whom eloquence of fervor strong 
Enlightens the admiring throng. 

THE Apostle Paul having travelled far 
and wide, preaching the gospel, journeyed 
to Jerusalem, and while engaged there in 
the temple, he was arrested, in consequence 
of some evil-minded Jews having stirred up 
the people against him ; they charged him • 
with teaching all men against the law^ 
because he now preached salvation by 
Jesus Christ alone, and taught that cir-^ 
cumcision availeth not : they also charged 
him with polluting the temple, by bringing 
some Greeks into that place, which was 
false. (Acts xxi.) They therefore ran 
furiously upon him ; and had not a band 
of Roman soldiers ie^c\v^\xv\s>L» \n& ^^sSiSs. 
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most probably have been killed by the en- 
raged mob. The Roman captain ordered 
him to be carried to the tower of Antonia, 
where they kept garrison ; and Paul having 
obtained leave to speak to the people, from 
the stairs of the tower, addressed the mul- 
titude. His address we have in the 22nd 
chapter of Acts, and find it contains an 
account of his conversion, which has been 
.already noticed. In the 23rd chapter, we 
read of his being brought before the high 
priest, where he commenced his defence ; 
but so violent was the dispute in the 
council about his doctrines, that he was 
again in danger of being killed, had not 
the Roman captain and his soldiers once 
more rescued him. Paul had many ene- 
mies to contend with ; but the "Lord stood 
by him, and hid him be of good cheer'' (Acts 
xxiii. l\.) After t^iis, ^IciouX. iortV^ ^^ l\ie 
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Jews bound themselves under a curse, not 
to eat or drink till they had killed him; 
but the plot was discovered, and the 
Roman captain sent Paul under the 
charge of an armed force to Felix, the go- 
vernor of Caesarea, who ordered him to be 
kept in Herod's judgment-hall till his ac- 
cuser came, when he would, as a judge, 
hear the cause. Soon after Paul arrived 
at Caesarea, the high priest and elders 
followed, to accuse him before Felix, this 
they did, and laid many things to his 
charge, which being dressed up in the 
language of persecutors, might appear to 
be glaring offences ; but while they showed 
the mad fury and unhallowed zeal of his 
enemies, did not prove Paul to be deserving 
of the usage he had met with. Felix put 
off the business to another day, when he 
again heard Paul, and Ive \ea&wsajl ^^ 
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'* righteousness, temperance, and judgment 
to come,"" with sucli eflFect as to make Felix 
tremble ; but he shook off his convictions, 
and told Paul to ''go his way, and when he 
had a more convenient season he would call 
for him ; " (Acts xxiv. 25.) but it is not 
recorded whether that convenient season 
ever came. 

This subject exhibits to our view a very 
solemn lesson not to stifle convictions, nor 
to put off a religious life to a future day, 
which may never arrive; but if we harden 
our hearts and stop our ears now, God 
may let us remain hardened and deaf, to 
our eternal ruin : and, O ! how will this 
aggravate our woe, if we put off the day 
of grace, and the ^^ accepted time of 
salvation ! ** 
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SAINT PAUL SHIPWRECKED. 

A fire thej make, their frozen limbs to warm. 
And drv tliem, wet and beaten by the storm $ 
When from the beat a dreadful viper sprung, 
Fix'd on th* apostle's band and winding bung. 

FELIX was called from the government 
of Csesarea, it appears, about two years 
after he had the solemn conference with 
Paul ; and when he was removed, he left 
Paul bound. He was succeeded by Fortius 
Festus, who being applied to by the Jews, 
to let Paul be judged at Jerusalem, he 
asked Paul whether he would repair thi- 
ther; to this he refused his consent, but 
'appealed unto Caesar, to whom Festus was 
willing to send him. (Acts xxv.) But be- 
fore Paul proceeded to Rome, to be tried 
at Caesar s bar, he was to give further evi- 
dence for his Saviour before the great ones 
of the earth, for k\u% A%\\y^'^, 'wsjL^Nij®. 
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sister Bemice, 6ame to salute Festus, when 
the latter caused Paul to be brought before 
Agrippa, touching the charges against 
him; and the king desired Paul to speak 
for himself, which he did in so forcible a 
manner, that while " Festus cried tvitk a 
loud voice, Paul, thou art beside thyself, 
much learning doth make thee mad/'' 
Agrippa, touched by the important truths 
spoken, exclaimed, " Almost thou persuade 
est me to be a Christian.'' (Acts xxvi. 28.) 
Alas ! it was only almost, not altogether 
a Christian. May the Lord keep us from 
being merely almost Christians, for of all 
characters such are the most awful : con- 
vinced in some degree of the importance of 
Christianity, and yet not cordially em- 
bracing it : surely we shall each cry, " O 
Lord, for the blessed Redeemer's sake, save 
^ne from Agrippa' s state, and iWou^K thy 
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fret grace make me 'really thine. O Lord 
make me a Christian altogether/'' 

After all these examinations, Paul was 
put on board of the ship to go to Rome; 
the first part of the voyage was not un- 
pleasant, but after they had proceeded 
some distance, Paul warned them of the 
danger that lay before them ; and after 
suffering the most tempestuous weather, 
he assured them that the angel of God had 
informed him that no lives should be lost, 
whatever difficulties they might encounter. 
After further dreadful stormy weather, the 
vessel was wrecked ; but according to 
God's promise to Paul, every individual 
either swam, or on boards floated safe to 
shore, though there were two hundred and 
sixteen souls on board. (Acts xxvii.) The 
island to which they cscapeed was Melita, 
now called Malta lymgXL^^x "Ssvc^^^^Hs^ "^i^^ 
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Mediterranean ; when tBey reached this place 
the inhabitants showed them much kind- 
ness, and made a fire to warm them. 
When Paul had gathered sticks to add tx> 
the fire, there came out a viper and fast- 
ened on his hand. When the islanders 
saw this, they concluded he was a mur- 
derer, and that this was sent in judgment; 
but he ^^shook the beast off into the fire, 
and felt no harm,'' and then they thought 
he was a god. (Acts xxviii.) 

After this, St. Paul reached Rome in 
safety, where he was made a great blessing 
in calling many to the knowledge of Jesus 
Christ ; and afterwards finished his course 
with joy, by dying in the cause of that 
blessed Saviour who had so effectually 
called him by his grace. 
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SAINT MATTHEW. 

<< Mailliew, thy eartUy caUlng leave. 
Follow me, and grace divine receive I " 

The gracious Saviour cried ; 
The call he instantly ohey'd. 
Through life a christian zeal display'd, 

A christian martyr died! 

THIS Evangelist, called also Levi, was 
the son of Alpheus ; and though a Roman 
officer^ he was a Jew hy hirth, of the city of 
Nazareth, the place where the blessed Re- 
deemer long lived. He was a tax-gatherer 
to the Romans, an office detested hy the 
Jews, for the men who filled that ofl^ce were 
covetous and oppressive : at the same time 
the Jews could not hut consider taxation as 
an affront to their nation. He appears to 
to have been employed in collecting the cus- 
toms on goods that came by sea into Gra- 
lilee, and for this purpose he sat at the re- 
ceipt of custom by the s^-^\&fc» 

E E. 
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' It was here Jesus saw him sitting, " and 
said unto him^ Follow me ; and he arose^ 
and followed him'' (Mark ii. 14.) thus 
giving up a lucrative office to become the 
disciple of the blessed Saviour ; this was a 
convincing proof that whomsoever the Lord 
calls by his grace he makes willing to be- 
come his true followers. St. Matthew con- 
tinued among the twelve disciples till Christ 
ascended into heaven : after which, he 
preached the gospel for some years in Ju- 
dea, and then carried the glad tidings into 
several parts of the Gentile world, espe- 
cially Ethiopia, where he at length suflfered 
martyrdom. St. Matthew wrote the gospel 
which bears his name, in which he rehearses 

with plainness and dignity our Lord's dis- 
courses and wonderful works. He was a 
^^I2L of extraordinary abstinence ; it is 
said subsisting chiefly u^ow s^^etables. 
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SAINT MARK. 

St. Mark in holy fervor strong, 
Amid the congregated throng, 
Inspired of heaven, new converts gain'd. 
And well the church's good sustained; 
Till through the streets by savage wrath 
This man of God was dragg'd to death. 

THE evangelist St. Mark was descended 
from Jewish parents of the tribe of Levi ; he 
was not one of the twelve disciples who at- 
tended Christ, but is supposed by some to 
have been one of the seventy mentioned in 
St. Luke X, who were sent by Jesus to labour 
in the gospel vineyard ; while others assert 
that he was not a follower of Jesus but was 
converted probably by St. Peter, whom he 
attended in his travels. 

It is recorded that he preached the gos- 
pel in Egypt, and planted a church at Al- 
exandria, where many were converted ; but 
his labours were not confined to Alexandria, 
for he carried the gospel to many other 
places, to the great benefit ^1 \fcL^%^ ^Hss^ 
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heard him ; after which, he returned to 
that place, where he ordered all the aflfairs 
of the church for its future as well as pre- 
sent advantage. But he was called to suf- 
fer death for the name of Jesus ; for while 
he was zealously labouring for the good of 
immortal souls, the inhabitants, when they 
were celebrating the solemnities of their 
idolatrous worship, entered the church 
where St. Mark was devoutly engaged in 
the service of the Lord ; they seized him, 
and having bound his feet with cords, they 
dragged him through the streets till he dieil. 
St. Mark wrote the gospel which stands 
the second in the New Testament. And, 
" O Almighty God, who hast instructed thy 
holy church with the heavenly doctrine of 
the Evangelist St. Mark, give m grace 
that we may be established in the truth as 
it is in Jesus r 
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SAINT LUKE. 

St. Luke, the faithful friend of Paul, 
Receives of grace divine the call ; 
And reckless to remotest life, 
Of all of human wrath and strife. 
The holy cause still prone to feel. 
And falls a martyr to his zeaL 

ST. LUKE was born at Antioch, where 
he received a liberal education. He after- 
wards travelled for improvement into Greece 
and Egypt, and became skilled in physic ; 
that he followed the profession of a physician 
is evident, for St. Paul calls him, in Colos- 
sians iv. 14, ^^ Luke the beloved physician'' 
It is thought by some that he had personal 
knowledge of Christ, and wrote in his gos- 
pel what he had beheld ; but others think 
he was converted by St. Paul, whose com- 
panion he was in his travels. He attended 
St. Paul in all his dangers, and was with 
him when shipwrecked on his voyage to 
Rome ; and in that city to^m^Kax^^^-^^''^^^ 
Here be wrote the Acts olVJa^ K^^o?^^^*^^ 
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which the transactions of St. Paul are so 
minutely detailed. 

St. Luke, after this, is said to have 
preached in Galatia, Italy, and Macedonia, 
where he manifested great zeal in the cause 
of the Redeemer, and feared no dangers, 
that he might faithfully discharge his duties 
as a preacher of the gospel. He is sup- 
posed to have been hanged in Greece, about 
the 80th year of his age, by some infidels 
who opposed his doctrine, and therefore had 
recourse to this act of cruelty. Truly, of 
such men the world was not worthy ; but 
we have reason to bless Almighty God that 
they ever lived to promulgate the glad 
tidings of salvation to a benighted world. 
And, " May it please the Lord that by the 
wholesome medicines of the doctrine delivered 
dj/St. LukCy allthediseasesofour soulsmaybe 
Sealed, throughlhtrntrW.^ of Jesus C\vmtr 
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SAINT JOHN. 

By Christ on earth by favour given. 
Protected now by Christ in Heaven, 
John comes unhurt from boiling oil. 
And safe from Patmos lonely isle : 
In Christ's own church his labor plies. 
And full of years and honor dies. 

THE disciple St, John was a native of 
Galilee, the son of Zebedee, and brother of 
James; he was the youngest of the apostles, 
and was admitted to a large share of his 
Divine Master s confidence ; he was taken 
up into the mount of transfiguration : he 
leaned on the Saviour's bosom at the last 
supper ; was in the garden when Christ en- 
dured his bitteragony before his crucifixion; 
and our Redeemer, when on the cross, com- 
mitted his disconsolate mother to his charge. 
It is understood, that after our Saviour's 
ascension, St. John preached the gospel in 
Asia, where he established many churches ; 
his chief plate of residence being Ephesus. 
After spending sevex^ ^^^^x^ ^ "S^^a^- 
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place, he was seized, in cojisequeiice of a 
persecution which Domitian, the emperor 
of Rome, had set on foot against the Chris- 
tians ; and on his arrival at Rome he was 
thrown into a caldron of boiling oil, but by 
the power of God, he was preserved unhurt; 
and the emperor, regardless even of such a 
miracle, ordered him to be sent to an island 
called Patmos, in the jEgean Sea, where he 
was indulged with those delightful and aw- 
ful visions which he recorded in the book 
of Revelation. After the death of Domitian, 
St. John returned to Ephesus, where he 
continued to labour in the church of Christ, 
as a burning and shining light, till his death, 
which did not happen till he was between 
90 and 100 years of age. This apostle 
wrote the gospel to which his name is 
affixed, and also the three 'epistles near 
the end of the 'fiev* Tl^LsfeMs^eoX.. 
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SAINT JAMES THE GREAT. 

Afrrippa dooms St. James to death. 
And thence incurs God's awful wrath ; 
In regal pageantry elate. 
He meets avenging sudden fate ; 
iSmote by disease and vain he cries, 
In torment and despair he dies I 

THIS servant of God was one of the sons 
of Zebedee and brother to St John, and by 
trade a fisherman. Our blessed Saviour, in 
calling such humble men to be his disciples, 
has proved that not any employment places 
a man beneath his notice, if it be but an 
honest one : it was while fishing that Jesus 
called him, and he became one that enjoyed 
much of his Master's favour. His minis- 
try seems to have been confined to Judea 
and the adjacent countries. 

Herod Agrippa, being appointed to the 
government of Judea, in order to ingratiate 
himself with the unbelieving Jews, com- 
menced a persecution of the Christians, and 
laid hands on James, vrVw^i^^ ^r!^n<^\ssss?^ 
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and zealous manner of contending for the 
truth, rendered him the tyrant^s victim on 
this occasion. After sentence of death was 
passed on James, he was led to the place of 
execution and beheaded. Thus fell this 
faithful witness of " the truth as it is in 
Jesus.'' St. James is said to have been the 
first of the apostles who suffered, being 
brought to his end by the vain-glory of 
wicked king Herod in the beginning of his 
reign, who was a most inveterate enemy 
against the Christians; but whose death 
was revenged soon after, for we read in 
Acts xii. 21, 22, 23, " On a set day, Herod^ 
arrayedin royal apparel^ sat upon his throne j 
and made an oration^ when the people gave 
a shout, sayifigy it is the voice of a god, and 
notofaman; a7id immediately the angel of the 
Lord smote him, because hegave not God the 
glory; and he u-as eaten oJwoTms^ax\A died.** 
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SAINT PETER. 

The Lord, who for his people cares. 
Gives gracious hearing to their prayers; 
An angel comes by heaven's decree. 
And sets the imprison'd Peter free ; 
Who thence, his sacred labors plied, 
By Nero's doom, till crucified. 

THIS Apostle was a native of Betlisaida, 
the son of Jonas and the brother of St. An- 
drew ; he was by trade a fisherman, but 
chosen a disciple, for purposes of great good 
to the world and church. St. Peter was 
one of the most eminent of those whom the 
Redeemer called to the apbstleship. We 
read much of him all through our Saviour's 
life : whatever was to be done, Peter was 
the foremost in it, till at length, relying on 
his own strength, he learned, by painful 
experience to know his weakness, and his 
entire dependence on God. After Jesus 
had ascended into heaven, Peter was very 
actively employed in Jerusalem, and other 
places, and by one setmow iiw\^^\.Vst\*?^5c^«^ 
thousand souls. Re s\3St^t^^ ^^x^^^^^^bss^ 
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for his labour of love, of which we read 
much in the Acts of the Apostles : Herod, 
having cut off James, determined also to 
kill Peter ; and he was put into confinement. 
The Christians, hereupon, earnestly be- 
took themselves to prayer to God for his 
deliverance and safety ; and the night be- 
fore his intended execution, the Lord was 
pleased to send his angel and deliver him 
out of prison, to the no small disappoint- 
ment of his cruel enemies. (Acts xii. 7.) 
Peter was delivered for the good of man- 
kind, for he still went on preaching the 
gospel in Pontus, Galatia, &c. till the em- 
peror Nero caused him to be confined ; 
when, being first scourged, he was at length 
crucified. On his coming to the place of 
execution, he begged he might be crucified 
vdth his head downwards, as not being 
worthy to suffer in l\ie ^^x«\^ ^o%\.>\\^ 7^ his 
Master did. He NVtoVe V^o ^>j\&N\es.. 
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SAINT ANDREW, 

St Andrew in the sacred cause ; 

The heathens from their faith withdraws. 

And raises iEgeas wrath ; 
Who dooms him to the scojirging rod. 
And death, the while the Saint in God 

Relies, and yields his breath ! 

ST. ANDREW the Apostle was brother 
to St. Peter, and bom at the same place; 
was also a fishennan, and called by our 
blessed Saviour to the same great work of 
propagating and preaching the gospel to 
lAankind, St. Andrew was one of the 
twelve that attended Christ ; but we do not 
riead much of him in the sacred writings. 
It is said that he travelled through Cappa- 
docia, Galatia,and Bithynia, instructing the 
inhabitants in the faith of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and continued his journey along 
the Euxine Sea into Scythia. 

There is also an account of his labouring at 
Constantinople, Thrace, Macedonia, Thes- 
saly, and last of all, ^1 "S^U^a^.^'^^^is^ ^ 
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Achaia, where he sealed the truth with his 
blood. At ^gea, the proconsul, observing 
that multitudes had left the heathen religion 
and embraced Christianity, endeavoured to 
bring the people back to their idolatry, when 
St. Andrew reasoned with him upon the im- 
propriety of teaching the people to show 
Divine honour to any but Almighty God, 
and preached unto him the doctrine of Jesus, 
who died upon the cross. This so enraged 
the proconsul, that he ordered him to be 
cruelly whipped, and then crucified. The 
instrument of St. Andrew's martyrdom is 
said to have been in the form of the letter 
X, hence known as St. Andrew's cross. 
He was not nailed, but tied to the cross, 
that his death might be the more lingering. 
He showed great resignation under his 
suflFerings, rejoicing to undergo the same 
death as his beloved Master, 
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SAINT PHILIP. 

St. Philip with celestial light. 

The Phrygians, long absorb 'd in night. 

Gave them the bless'd truth to see. 

Till then to idols bow'd the knee : 

The missioner of love divine, 

Was to a cruel death consign'd! • 

THIS Apostle was a native of Bethsaida, 
the town where Andrew and Peter were 
born, and numbered among the twelve 
whom the Saviour called ; he was one of 
the first who was directed by Christ to fol- 
low him. It is recorded that he laboured 
with great zeal in Upper Asia, where, by 
the constancy and power of his preaching, 
and the efficacy of his miracles, he gained 
numerous converts, whom he baptized into 
the Christian faith ; curing at the same time, 
their bodies of infirmities and distempers, 
and their souls of error and idolatry. He 
continued there a considerable time, sett- 
ling churches, and appointing guides and 
ministers. After several yeata' swR,^<^^&k 
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employment in this part, he removed to 
I^hrygia, where idolatry awfully prevailed, 
but which he was enabled to overturn, 

.showing that God alone was to be wor- 
shipped, as the Creator of all things, who 
had sent his only Son to redeem mankind 
from the fall of Adam. The apostle also 
made known the second coming of Christ to 
judge the world ; this roused the idolaters 
from their sunken state, and led many to 
embrace the gospel ; but this gave offence 
to the magistrates, who caused Philip to be 
thrown into prison, and after having him 
severely scourged, ordered him to be cruci- 
fied. St. Philip's last preaching before his 
death was at Hierapolis, now called Aleppo, 
where he suffered. Eusebius informs us 
that he was crucified, and while he was 
being fastened to the cross, be was killed 

by stones that vfete l\iioN^TL^\.\ivm. 
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SAINT BARTHOLOMEW. 

Bartholomew with Philip joined, 
Each Phrygian to the world inclin'd; 
Then in Armenia he tries 
His zeal, and falls a sacrifice ; 
Idolatus in impious wrath. 
Decree the holy man to death. 

THIS was another of the disciples of our 
great Redeemer ; and there is an opinion 
that he is the same person who is called 
Nathanael in some parts of the New Testa- 
ment; and if such was the case, he was a 
native of Cana in Galilee. 

It is not known what his profession was ; 
but whatever it might have been, he- at- 
tended Christ during his stay on earth, and 
afterwards visited diflferent parts of the 
world to preach the Gospel. He travelled 
into India, where he spent a considerable 
time, as also in other parts of Asia ; after 
which, he visited Phrygia, labouring in 
concert vdth Philip to plant Christianity 
there, and to convert ido\a\.^t^\\wsi^5ttfc^s:^ss^ 
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of their ways. For this pious work he was 
persecuted, and even fastened to a cross ; 
when, as history reports, a sudden trembling 
of the earth so alarmed those who had fixed 
him there, that they took him down and set 
him at liberty. 

After this he removed to Armenia, a place 
where idolatry awfully prevailed, which he 
opposed by preaching the gospel with zeal, 
though not with success ; for his efforts to 
suppress idolatry provoked the magistrates, 
who caused him to be put to death, and in 
the most cruel manner, for it is said he was 
flayed alive! Thus were those people blind 
to their mercieiSj and treated th eiLbes t friend 
as their most bitter enemy ; J^^^BP ^^^ 
insensible man ja hv natur^^^^^^fct in- 
terest, and tl 
he will noti 
bia peace. 
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SAINT THOMAS. 

At Ghinges^ source St. Thomas preach*d, 

And numerous converts gained; 
A^inst him, while his prayer reach'd 

To heaven ; the martyr pain*d : 
A shower of arrows on him flies. 
Thus cruelly piercM with wounds, he dies. 

THE lineage of the Apostle St. Thomas 
is no where recorded in Holy Scripture ; it 
is, however, certain that he was a Jew. 
He is said to have descended from very mean 
parents, who brought him up to the trade of 
fishing ; but at the same time took care to 
give him a useful education, instructing him 
in the knowledge of the Scriptures. His in- 
credulity as to our Saviour's resurrection 
has already been noticed in page 133 ; and 
as he afterwards believed in him as ''Aw Lord 
and his God J' so he went forth and preached 
the glad tidings of salvation in many parts 
of the earth, and bore testimony to the name 

' that blessed Redeemer, in whom was all 
'hope. 
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The Medes and Persians are supposed to 
have been visited by him, and afterv^ards 

> Ethiopia, where he healed the sick, and 
worked miracles ; from thence he went to 
India, where not far from the mouth of the 
Ganges, he erected a place for Divine wor- 
ship ; the prince of the country believed on 
him, and many of his subjects followed his 
example. Since commerce has been esta- 
blished there, in the last ages, the accounts 
of travellers into India confirm the tradition 
of St. Thomas preaching among them. His 
success alarmed the idolatrous priests, who 
resolved to put the apostle to death ; accord- 
ingly while he was at prayer they shot at him 
with a shower of darts, and then ran him 
through with a lance. Though Thomas was 
once very weak in his faith, he became after- 
watt-ds exceedingly active, and travelled over 

most parts of the woMiji^^\rai%i\ve. ^ospeL 



437 
SAINT JAMES THE LESS. 

St. James, Jerualem's bishop, strove 
In holy zeal, and greatly throve : 
Advanced inage, th' Apostle falls, 
Yet with his latest "breathing calls 
On heaven, to pass from those his wrath 
Who thus decreed his cruel death. 

THIS Apostle is called in Scripture, 
'' the Lords brother;' (Gal. i. 19.) and is 
supposed to have been the son of Joseph 
by a former wife : he is called the son of 
Alpheus, which was either another name 
for Joseph, or it means that James belong- 
ed to the sect of Alpheans. He was de- 
signated James the less, either because he 
was less in stature, or because he was 
younger than the other James, when he was 
called to the apostleship. St. James was 
chosen bishop of Jerusalem, where he was 
remarkably active, being a diligent and 
foithful guide to souls : he strengthened the 
weak, instructed the ignorant, and reproved 
the obstinB,te. A peisou ^o iftsi^^Nv^^ssiSs.'S'J^^ 
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cessful soon awakened the malice of the ene- 
mies of the cross of Christ, who could not 
rest till they had stoned him ; but not kill- 
ing him in this way, one of them put an 
end to his misery with a club, when he 
was nearly 100 years of age. 

He was a man of exemplary piety ; prayer 
was his constant business and delight ; and 
he who has told us in his epistle, *^ that the 
fervent praj/er of a righteous man availeth 
much,'' (James v. 16.) knew it by his own 
experience. His love to mankind was very 
great, evQu to his murderers, for whom he 
sent up his latest breath in petitions for 
their pardon; he was remarkably meek, 
humble, and temperate ; the delight of all 
good men, and beloved even by many of his 
enemies ; but this only provoked them the 
more, and one of them striking him over 
the bead with a s\«i,SV\\\^V\\£i cs^'Co&^^v. 
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SAINT MATTHIAS. 

When Judas, arch-apostate died, 
Matthias the vacant place supplied; 
And travelled far, heaven's love to teach. 
And Christ the great Redeemer preach ; 
Firm in the faith through life he stood. 
And dying, sealed it with his blood I 

JUDAS having basely betrayed his Lord 
and Master, laid violent hands on himself, 
and thus plunged himself intb endless woe ; 
awful indeed must be the case of self-mur- 
derers, who venture to rush into the pre- 
sence of an almighty and offended God! 
The guilty conscience of Judas stung him, 
and he could not bear it ; therefore he hang, 
ed himself. Thus, his last act filled up the 
measure of his iniquities, and closed the 
door of mercy for ever against him. The 
death of Judas made a vacancy in the num- 
ber of the apostles; and one of the first 
things done by the disciples, after the Sa- 
viour's ascension, was to fill up the vacan- 
cy; accordingly^ Joses cai!iX^'B{w^^Sfe»s.^'?j3&^ 
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Matthias, were proposed; ^^And they 
prayed, and said. Thou, Lord, which 
knowest the hearts of all meny show whether 
of these two thou hast chosen, that he may 
take part of this fninistry and apostleship. 
And they gave forth their lots; and the lot 
fell upon Matthias, and he was numbered 
with the eleven apostles'' (Actsi. 24 — 26.) 
St. Matthias spent the first years of his 
ministry in Judea, where he was highly use- 
ful in the conversion of many souls ; after- 
wards he travelled far and wide in the cause 
of that Saviour, being chosen to be his ser- 
vant; and having done the portion of work 
allotted him, he sealed the truth with his 
blood; yet, at what place, or by what 
means, opinions much diflfer; but it m 
certain he was numbered with the glorious 
army of martyrs* and thus entered into the 
joy of the Lord. 
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SAINT PAUL 

The ChristiaDS found in Paul a foe. 
Who wrought them much and bitter woe; 
But when converted to the faith 
Of Christ, be bore in life and death 
Firmly the grace that heaven supplied, 
jlnd in that grace, exulting, died. 

THIS great Apostle was born at Tarsus, 
the chief city of Cilicia, of parents that had 
the privileges of Roman citizens. He was 
partly educated in his native place, but 
finished his learning under Gamaliel an 
eminent Rabbi at Jerusalem. Paul was a 
man of great abilities, as his epistles fully 
proved; more sublime language is not to be 
met with in any part of the Holy Scriptures, 
His name in Hebrew was Saul ; but his 
Roman name was Paul ; and he was remark- 
ably little in stature. We have already no- 
tioed his conversion; his examination before 
Festus and Agrippa; and his shipwreck 
when on his voyage to Rome, where he went 
to have a fair hearing at C«i^^.^ ^\«x.. 
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No man was ever more zealous for his 
Kedeeraer than Paul was after his conver- 
sion; though before he thought he ought 
to do all he could in opposition to him ; such 
is the wonderful effect of the grace of God ! 
He not only laboured very diligently- m 
preaching, but many of the epistles, which 
form a part of the New Testament, were 
written by him. He enjoyed much of the 
Divine presence in his work and journeys ; 
and this he much needed, for he was called 
to endure many severe trials, and great 
suflFerings. At length, having ''fought the 
good fights and kept thefaithj' (2 Timothy 
iv. 7.) St. Paul suffered martyrdom by 
order of the Roman Emperor, Nero, who 
had him beheaded. Thus he attained to the 
crown of righteousness, which the Lord had 
prepared for him ; and though he died by 
cruel hands, lie fitviitoLeSiXaa ^Qvw^-w^StoL\^^ , 
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TIMOTHY. 

The convert Timothy, of PanI, 
He gladly hears the sacred call. 
The faith at Ephesus to preach. 
And Christ's most holy precepts teach | 
But worshippers of idols rise, 
Beneath whose hands the Martyr dies. 

THIS faithful servant of GK)d was born 
either at Derbe or Lystra. Timothy's father 
was a Gentile, but his mother a Jewess. 
He was converted by St. Paul ; became his 
disciple, and attended him with much assi- 
duity in the work of the ministry. He jour- 
neyed with St. Paul to Macedonia, Philippi, 
Thessalonica, &c. He was appointed bishop 
of Ephesus ; and there are two Epistles in the 
New Testament, written to him by St. Paul, 
who also mentions him in his oth^r epistles. 

We have a very pleasing account of Timo- 
thy in the epistle written to him ; 'Hhatfrom 
a child he had known the holy Scriptures^ 
which are able to make us wise unto salva^ 
tion, throughfaiih tDhicK is lu C1vt\&\. i«^*** 
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(2 Timothy iii. 15, 16.) It was to him that 
St. Paul thus wrote : '' Thou, O man of Godj 
follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, 
love, patience, meekness; fight the good 
fight of faith ; lay hold on eternal life'' 
(1 Timothy vi. 11, 12*) How admirably 
qualified was Timothy for his post in the 
church ; and how striking is the charge 
given him ! Happy are they who know the 
Scriptures for themselves in early youth ; 
and blessed are they, who being called to 
preach the gospel, are enabled to attend to 
the charge given to Timothy. 

At Ephesus, the pagans having made a 
great feast; and carried their gods in proces- 
sien, Timothy opposed them in their ido- 
latry, in consequence of which they beat 
him to death with stones and clubs : aiid 
thus ended the \a\io\vc% oC another devoted 
servant of the b\esi^eSL^ess5&- 
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SAINT BARNABAS. ' 

Lons with holy fervor fraueht, 
HadlSarDabas at Cyprus taught; 
Travell'd with Paul to realms abroad, 
And preach'd the true and Christian God 
Till home returnM, he met the wrath 
Of Jews, by townsmen ston'd to death 1 

THIS Apostle was a Jew, born at Cyprus, 
of the tribe of Levi, and is called in the 
Acts of the Apostles, *^ the son of consolation,^ 
(chapter iv. 36.) because of his willingness 
and ability to administer conlfort to the afBiic- 
ted : a name well becoming the preachers 
of the everlasting gospeL We are also told 
in Acts xi. 23, 24, *'That he was a good man^ 
full of the Holy Ghost, and of faith ; and 
exhorted his hearers with purpose of heart 
to cleave to the Lord!* A bright pattern 
truly to all those that have been called to 
labour in the conversion of souls; such need 
much faith, much of the teaching of the 
Holy Spuit; and can onl^ sMC5ift«3L\:fiw^^^QaL 
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work, as' they are enabled to persuade their 
hearers with purpose of heart to cleave to 
the Lord. 

St. Barnabas travelled many years about 
with St. Paul, and was especially active at 
Antioch, where he estabUshed a church about 
ten years after our Lord's ascension, also at 
Lystra and Derbe ; but at length separated 
from that great apostle ; after which, little 
account is afforded us of this apostle, but it 
is supposed he visited several parts of the 
world, and returned from his long and 
painful travels to Cyprus, his native place^ 
where he suffered martyrdom by the hands 
of some Jews, who were highly displeased 
at his success, and fell upon him while dis- 
puting in the synagogue, from whence they 
dragged him, and after the most inhuman 
tortures, stoned him to death. 
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ONESIMUS. 

Self-pxiled from his Master's home, 
Onesimus repairs to Rpme, 
^here Paul converts hira to the faith. 
And saves alike from crime and death : 
He dies in hliss of heaven approv*d. 
By man lamented and belov'd. 

THIS convert was a native of Phrygia, 
and for some years a slave to Philemon ; but 
was at last converted by St. Paul, in the 
following manner. He was a young man 
whom bad companions bad drawn into sin. 
ful courses ; and at length he robbed his 
master, and fled to Rome at thiB time St. Paul 
was a prisoner there ; as he knew the apostle 
by name, he went to him, and was brought to 
such a sense of his crime, as to repent of it, 
and to receive baptism at the hands of St. 
Paul, who sent him back to his master with 
an epistle of the most persuasive kind, 
which we have still preserved in the New 
Testament. The following la ^^x^ ^<l ^!sisw 
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impressive language, as we read it in 
Paul's Epistle to Philemon. 

*' I beseech thee for my son Onesimtis, wham 
I have begotten in my bonds ; who in time 
past was to thee unprofitable, but now pro- 
fitable to thee and me, whom I have sent 
again; thou therefore receive him, not now 
as a servant, but above a servant, a brother 
beloved'' How much tenderness, love, and 
pity is here manifested towards a poor slave 
reclaimed and converted by the grace of 
God ! It is thu3 that the love of Christ unites 
his followers in the bonds of affection. 
How mysterious are the ways of Providence! 
that Onesimus should rob his master, 
escape to Rome, and there meet with one 
who should be the instrument of his conver- 
sion; and afterwards become a faithiiil 
preacher of the gospel of Jesus> who had 
saved him by hk aW-Bv^f^cis&l ^tace! 
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CONCLUSION, 



THE Author having completed this 
Work, according to the plan proposed, 
earnestly entreats the attention of the juve- 
nile reader to the contents of these little vo- 
lumes, which being founded upon the Word 
of God, may be considered not only as enti- 
tled to belief, but worthy of special regard. 
All history is pleasing, though not equally 
profitable ; but the records of Scripture are 
full of instruction, and every event therein 
related, tends to prove the goodness and 
power of God in ordering and overruling 
all the affairs of mankind for his glory, and 
to their advantage. In this interesting 
little Work, we have concisely noticed the 
Creation of the Wot\d, \)ol^ "S^ ^S.'^^s^^ 
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the Promise of Christ, the calling of Abra- 
ham, the Bondage of the Israelites in Egypt, 
and their wonderful Deliverance. We have 
taken a view of the types and ceremonies 
of the Jewish Dispensation, as pointing to 
Jesus Christ, the sum and substance of 
them all. We have seen the Lord's people 
planted in Canaan, through his sovereign 
goodness ; and we have beheld them ex- 
pelled from that good land, in judgment 
for their disobedience and sins. The para- 
bles and Miracles of Jesus Christ have had 
our attention: we have followed him from 
the raanger to the cross, and from the tomb 
to glory. We have beheld the promised 
Spirit poured out; and seen sinners, 
through the preachmg of the gospel, 
brought to cry for salvation. Such, in a 
f^w words, are the leading contents ^f these 
volumes, and which, are xio^ oSfe^ed for the 
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serious perusal and study of youth ; though 
not intended to supersede the reading of 
the Holy Bible, but by giving a taste of 
what that blessed book contains, to excite a 
desire, a thirst after the infinite riches and 
pleasures which are there treasured up for 
all those who diligently seek after them. 
And here, my dear young readers, I shall 
select a few most important portions from 
the word of God itself, and which you will 
do well to get by heart, and ever bear them 
in your minds throughout life, as tending 
to your peace and happiness. 

Children, obey your parents in the Lord; 
for this is right. Honour thy father and 
thy mother, which is the first commandment 
with promise : that it may be well with thee, 
and that thou mayest live long on the earth. 
Ephesians vi. I — 3* 
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My son, hear the instruction of thy 
father, and forsake not the law of thy 
mother. Proverbs i. 8. 

Happy is the man that findeth wisdom. 
Length of days is in her right hand, and 
in her left hand riches and honour. Wis- 
dom s ways are ways of pleasantness, and 
all her paths are peace. She is the tree of 
life to them that lay hold upon her ; and 
happy is every one thafrretaineth her. The 
wise shall inherit glory. Proverbs iii. 13, 
16. 17, 18, 35. 

If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask 
of God, that giveth to all men liberally, 
and upbraideth not ; and it shall be given 
him. James i. 5. 

1 will instruct thee, and teach thee in 
the way thou shaltgo; I will guide thee 
with mine eye. Psalm xxxii. 8. 

Search the Scriptures, for in them ye 
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think ye have eternal life, and they a 
they which testify of me. John v. 39. 

The Gospel of Christ is the power c 
God unto salvation, to every one that be 
lieveth. Komans i. 16. 

Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing 
by the word of God. Romans x. 17. 

The Holy Scriptures, which are able to 
make thee wise unto salvation, through 
faith which- is in Christ Jesus. 2 Timothy 
iii. 15. 

In taking leave of you, to say that I have 
implored the blessing of God on this work, 
would be but true; indeed I have laid it at 
his footstool, and humbly entreated him 
to smile upon the first efforts of the most 
feeble instrument, and to make it of use to 
many souls. My dear young readers, add 
jour prayers to mme,\!ti^\.'^^^^ 



454 

may not be in vain : beseeching the Lord 
to give you a wise a,nd understanding heart, 
that through the humble hints thus offorded 
you, you may know the path of duty, be- 
come acquainted with the will of God, and 
above all, be led to inquire diligently after 
that blessed Saviour, who will give grace 
and glory to such as implore these blessings 
at his hands. To that dear Redeemer I 
humbly commend your precious souls, and 
earnestly hope and pray that he would be 
pleased to keep you by his own power unto 
eternal salvation. Amen, 

THE EDITOR. 
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